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st_# In order to dispose of the documents relating to 
the trialsat Mobile, as speedly as possible, we are cem- 
pelled to omit several interesting articles, and evrtad our 
abstract of forvign news. But such additional items as 
may be deemed important, shall have a place in our neat. 


led at the secretary, and their fellow committee-men are 
spared the ‘‘misery” of an unné/ilating controversy ! 
Uhis is knd—very kind, indeed, to lash the secretary 
and excuse the committee on manufactures. But what 
odds does it make to the people, “the dear, sweet people,” 
whether they are to be ruined by excessive duties re- 





Tue ranirr. Meetings of the people have been heldat | spectfully suggested by the secretary of the treasury, or 
Washington and Pittsburg, in Pa. at Wilmington, Del. and | like duties officially proposed by the committee on manu- 


very many other places, at which all the friends of doinestie 


industry, without distinction of party, were invited to at 


tend, and the meetings were large and highly respeetable,! tha®it shews a frst-cousin-like feeling between 
embracing the most distinguished wool-growers; with the | 


manufacturers, in most branches of business, in their seve- | 
ral netshborhoods; and at all these the [Llarrisburg plan, or 
Mr. Mallary’s amendments, in respect to wool and wool- 
lens, was decidedly approved of—unanimously, in most 
cases, and with only two dissenting voiees at Pittsburg. | 
The people regarded the advantages held out by the bill of 
the committee as delusive, and say that its passage would be 
injurious both toagriculturé and manufactures. as we never 
for one moment, doubted that it would. Mr. A. Murphy, 
at Pittsburg, proved to the satisfaction of the meeting, that 
the comynittee’s bill would render evil to all concerned; | 
and he spoke of the folly and absurdity of attempting to | 
encourage wool-growing, without creating a market for it. 
We rejoice to see that the old and steady friends of the 
system, every where, have a clear understanding of the 
character of this bill and when they shail see and read | 
the report of the committee of ways and means, recently 
made to the house of representatives, the least shadow of | 
a doubt concerning it must vanish forever. 

We almost regret our pre-engageiment °> give the re 
portand documents belonging to the **Tennessee militia- 
men,” that we might have presented the report of the 
committer of ways and means, made on the 12th inst.— 
but the deep interest attached to the former by both po- 
litical parties, has indaced us to adhere to our purpose, 
and insert the whole, without comment, as speedily as we 
evn, though it makes 63 octavo pages, without the pay and 
muster rolls—and we hope to complete the publication 
next week. ‘The report of the committee ot ways and | 
iveans makes 35 pages, 


ee 


all which, two or three pages) 
exeepted, is one broad argument against a protecting ta- 
rif? ‘The whole of Mr. Cambreleng’s ‘‘high pressure” 
statement about plains, puddings, fannels, backings and \ 


buizes,and other buizes, serges, Caroline plaids, drab | 
rer"eys, swansdown, kerseynets, 2c. Sc. already insert- 
ed and explained in this paper, are adopted and reported 
by the committee, and the balance of their exhibit and 
argument appears as if materially drawn from the famous 
“Boston report”—the mhost unfair representation ov mis- | 
eenresentation of facts that we ever met with, and uitra- | 
Utopian in all its theovies. As some of these things have | 
now assumed a degree of importance that could not have | 
been anticipated, we shall dissect and examine them, as 
officially presented, in detail and with much care, pro- 
vided congress rises without passing a just and necessary 
and wholesome tariff law. Itappears that the committee 
addressed a letter to Mr. Rush, secretary of the trcasu- 
ry, to ascertain the precise rates of duty which he deemed 
it expedient to impose on wool and woollens, fine cotton 
goods, bay iron and hemp, and that he recommended | 
the provisions suggested by the Harrisburg convention | 
4S to wool, woollens and iron, with an additional duty ot 5 

cent. per square yard on priuted or colored cotton goods, 
aul an annual rise of the duiy on hemp until it. should 
amount to 45 dollars per ton. As Mr. Cambreleng at- 
tacked Mr. Mallary’s amendment, so have the commit- 
tee of ways and means assailed the views of the secretary 

of the treasury, though compelled to admit, (as certainly 

is the fact), that between Mr. Rush’s propositions and 

those of the committee on manafactures, the difference 
of duties is regarded ‘aS BEING MENELY A NOMINAL | 
UNE” —still the whole artillery of th Mninittee is level- 
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pear on the same floor to justify their opinions! 


, stand it. 


| supperless to bed! 


factures? ‘here is much character in this proceeding— 
and we frankly confess ourselves bold enough vo sippose 
two 
committees—unless there is a great mistake in one or the 
other ofthem; for we have no idea that covrtesy should 
extend so far as to attack a person who has no oppartuni- 
ty of defending himself, and spare others who may ap- 
If this is 
liberal at Washington, we think that it will not be sores 


_garded by the people of the United States.* This sub- 


jeet shall be resumed when leisure and room is allowed 


to review the report. 
The committee of ways and means is composed. of 


Messrs. McDuffie, Smyth, of Va. Gilmer, Verplanck, 


| Sprague, Dwight and Breat~—and we understand that the 
_ four first named gentlemen prepared and adopted the re- 
| port, without the consent, and perhaps, without the know-. 


ledee, of the three last. Here is instruction—tet him that 


_readeth, refleet upon the whole of this extraordinary 


proceedine, and prepare himself to investigate and ander- 
We wish that a copy of this report was placed 
in the hands of every man in the United States. The 


"committee on manufactures report a bill that would 


break up the factories of wool, hemp and flax, and serious~ 
ly injure all their collateral or dependent branches, agri- 
cultural or manufacturing—and the committee of ways 
and means attack the whole system of protection! Butas 
the last do not, at present, recommend a repeal of any of 
the existing laws, we prefer their report to that of the 
committee on manufactures! —that the few establishments 
whieh are doing moderately well, may remain a little~ 


untila dréple union, of the committees on ways and means, 


on commerce, and on manufactures, shail sweep them all 
away, and command submission to the ‘‘let-us-alone” 
policy of Virginia, by which great states are reduced inte 
small ones, and the liboring and industrious poor sent 
Let what be said that will—we re- 
gard the present as a contest between productive freea 
imen and the politicians of the Virginia sehool,” 
Baltimo%e, Saturday evening, March 15, 828. 

Jawes S. Stevenson, ESQ. srn,—l have just finished 
a careful reading of your speech on the tariff, m the house 
of representatives, on the 5th inst. but my attention was 
especially arrested by the following sentence: 

‘‘In 1825, prior to April 5, 34,827 pounds of British 
wool were sent to the United States; and the editor ofa 


eelebrated, and I will say, valuable statistical Register 


(Mur. Niles,) aided in congratulating the manufacturers 
on the arrival of a cargo of British wool.” 

Permit me to say, that | was not a little startled at the 
introduction of my name to the house of representatives 
aud the ration, in connection with the matter stated; its 
jrinvc ple being in opposition te all that [ have entertained 
duving the whole period of my life. Having always sup- 
ported manufacturers because of the home-market which 
ihey make for the farmers, I knew not how it was possi- 
ble Leould have ‘‘congratulated” the former because of 


~——___ — 





—— a 


*The scnior editor of this paper has been natned, in the 


house of representatives, by Messrs. Stevenson and Ing- 
ham, of Pennsylvania, as if in ‘*combination.” 
much doubt the propricty of introducing the names of 


We verv 


private individuals in this way. It would seem to shew a 
want of magnanimity to assault any one where a defence 


—— 
cannot be mace. 
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the importation of acommodity interfering with the bu- 
siness of the latter; and, having carefully examined the 
*‘Register,” I cannot find any thing which bears upon, or 
has the least reference to, the fact given in your speech, 
if correctly reported! nor can I discover any notice of this 
¢ of British wool,” save a short paragraph copied 
from and credited to the “American Farmer,” which sim- 
ply announces the fact of the arrival of “fifty bags,” with- 
out “congratulation” or comment. See vol. 28, p. 70— 
or number of April 2, 1825. It may be, however, thatin 
some carelessly worded sentence, or bya slip of the pen, 
I have said something on which your charge is grounded 
—which being pointed out, [ would ask leave to ex- 
rego Lassure you, that my mind never entertained 
or one moment the idea which you have attributed to 
me. If it had, I should have ill deserved the high compii- | 
ment paid to me by your friend, Mr. Baldwin, in his ora- 
tion delivered on the 4th July last. on which occasion, I 
believe, you were present and acting. There are spe- 
cial reasons just now why this affair should be under- 
stood, There are thirty-two volumes of the Register ac- 
cessible to you, in the library of your house, and 1 pray 
you to refer me to the volume and page wherein f “con- 
d the gg pa malaga on the arrival of a cargo 
of British wool.”” Having myself had some experience 
the preparation of statistical statements, and, no doubt, 
unknowingly coramitted error, I can easily suppose that | 
ou have associated the mere fact stated of the arrival of 
wool in the Register, with the remarks of some other 
rson about it—and if so, I must believe you will do me 
that justice which the nature of the case vequires, by au- 
thorising a correction of the mistake. Yours respect- 
fully. Hi. NILES. 





FLAX AND ITS MANUFACTURES. 

We do not know whether the following letter was in- 
tended for publication, but it contains se many important 
facts, in regard to flax and hemp, that we should not feel 
content in withholding it. 


Not having had any knowledge of the manufacture of 
sail cloth, but having understood that the committee 
would lay a ‘‘corresponding duty” upon flax and sail cloth, 
and seeing that the latter had been especially noticed, we 
supposed that its manufactare had been fully provided 
for, as it certainly should be, and, we trust, will, when- 
ever it pleases congress to passa bill altering the tariff, 
This is a very interesting branch of business, and should 
uot be again neglected, or passed over, as it was in 1824. 


LETTER TO THE EDITORS. 

1 lave noticed your remarks in your paper of the first 
of March onthe subject of sai cloth,—but you are labor- 
ing under a mistake, when you sa_, by the proposed bill 
altering the tariff, that there isa “corresponding duty” laid 
on sailcloth. The committee werealso under an error as 
to the amount of present duty on flax, and which I see you 
have detected. I have been concerned in the importation 
of flax from Ireland, and, have also had Russian flax and 
the Prussian crown flax. Taking the average cost inthe 
counties from whence it is imported, at 8 cents per pound, 
the present rate of duty, 15 per cent. ad valorem, would 
be $26 88 per ton—of 2240 lbs. By the bill it is propos- 
ed to raise the duty to $45 per ton, double the increase 
eontemplated by the committee—and then to raise it to 
$66 per ton, within three years. I beg leave te state to 
yon the operation of the proposed law—thus: 


The present duty is 15 per cent. ad valorem on the bolt 

of dest Russia dack, which costs about $16 per bolt, duty 

would be $2 40 
But by the new bill, the same bolt would pay 


9 cents per square yard, or say 9 


- 
= ‘ 


7 


Giving an increase in duty of S7 
Say 37 cents per bolt, in favor of the manu- 
facturer. But to make this bolt of duck, it 
would require of imported flax, say 75 pounds 
oe paying a duty of $45 perton, would 
e 
Under the existing duty, of 15 per cent.— 


equal to $26 88 the duty woud amount to only 


1 50 


90 








— 


Against the mranifacturer 20 60 
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Recapitulation. 

The manufacturer, would pay additional 

duty on the flax reqnired to make the bolt— 

say cents 

And would be protected by an inerease of 
import duty on a bolt, 


Against the manufacturer, 

So that under the first years operation, 
there would be 25 cents against him; and if 
we add the increased duty up to $60—say 50 

cents 73 

There would then be, in 5 years from this, 73 cents 
in favor of importing duck, instead of flax—because there 
is NO progressive increase of duty on sad! cloth. Thus 
you see that there is not a corresponding protection. 

I go of course on the supposition that we must, (at 
least for some years) import our flax—and that the in- 
creased duty, will come ont of the manufacturers’ pock- 
ets.—I presume the f-amers of the bill anticipate a very 
different result of its operation than I do.—They, no 
doubt, believe that the increase duty will induce the 
farmers to rais: flax and water-rot it; but will this be the 
case? Has a much'greater premium or bounty, I may call! 
it, induced the growers of hemp to raise larger quantitivs 
and prepare it as it should be by water-rotting? 


Russia hemp sells for more than American in the 
sum of S160 
Add the duty 35 
Say that the increased weight obtained by pulling 
in the proper season is 4 0 
—_——~ 
$255 
Say a bounty of $235 per ton—and yet the farmers 
will not so raise and prepare it. Is it therefore probable 
that faa will be raised and prepared in a proper manner 
for manufacturers’ use, in consequence of the increased 
duty? Ihave, myself, offered a larger bounty than the 
proposed duty. Vhen I was paying 8 cents per Ib. for 
American dew rotted, I offered to give 12 cents for water 
rotted and pulled in proper season, and neyer fot a 
pound. Depend upon it, it is not an import duty that 
is to procure us flax—it is the creation of a regular and 
certain demand for it, at a fair price, by encouraging the 
flax establishments and promoting the erection of others, 
where the farmer can always find a certain demand for 
his produce, which is to promote the proper culture and 
preparation of it. High duties will never do it. 


In England, where fiax is considered the next mos! 
profitable crop to wheat, and where the interests of the 
farmer are hedged about by the laws, flax is imported in 
large quantities a/most duty free i. e. it isto pay in 1823 
only two pence sterling on the 1121bs. and in 1829 only 
one penny per 112 lbs. Notwithstanding the great quan- 
tities raised in England and Ireland there were imported 
into England in the year $825, 37,129 tons. 

Ifthe present bill becomes a law, there will not hea 
flax spindle running in three ycars—for we c:mnot use 
phe dew rotted American flax. * 


FOREIGN NEWS. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND INELAN7). 
The ministry has been re-organized under the direr- 
tion ofthe duke of Wellington, and consists of the folliow- 


ing members. 








The duke of Wellington, first lord of the treasury, 
vice lord Goderich; Henry Earl Bathurst, lord president 
of his maj. privy council, vice the duke of Portia ¢; lord 
Lyndhurst, continues lord chancellor; lord Ellenborough, 
keeper of the privy seal, vice the eari of Carlisle; tt 
hon. Hen. Goulbourne, chancellor of the exchequer. 
vice Mr. Herries; the right hon. William Carr, viseount 
Beresford, master general of the ordnance; the rt. hon. 
Robert Peele, secretary of state for the home depart- 
ment, vice marquis of Landsdown. Mr. Huskisson re- 
mains secretary of state for the colonies; ear] Dudley 
continues secretary of state for foreign affairs; lord Mel- 
ville, president of the board of control, in place of Mr. C. 
Wynn; Mr. Charles Grant continues president of the 
board of trade, and treasurer of the navy; the earl 0! 


i} Aberdeen, chancellor of the dutehy of Lanesster. 
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lace of lord GHexley; Mr. Herries, master of the mint, 
m place of Mr. Tierney; lord Palmerston continues in 
the war department. 
In office, but not in the cabinet. Wis royal highness 
the duke of Clarence, lord high admiral; judge advocate 
neral, right hon. sir John Beckett, Bart. vice right hon. 
James Arbercrombie; the right hon. Charles Arbuthnot, 
Wm. D. Adams, and Henry Dawkins, esqs. commission- 
ers of woods, forests, and land revenues; vice president 
of the boar? of trade, T. F. Lewis, esq.; pay master ge- 
neral, right hon. W. V. Fitzgerald. 














x Under seerctaries of state—Home, S. M. Phillips, esq. 
a and W. Y. Peel, esq.: vice T. S. Rice, esq. colonial— 
oe R. W. Hay. esq.;the other not yet settled. Foreign— 
‘at lord Howard de Walden, John Backhouse, esq. 
ta Secretaries of the treasury—Joseph Planta, esq. and 
a N. G. Dawson, esq. vice T. F. Lewis, esq. 
ry Lords of the treasury—lord Granville, C. H. Somer- 
‘no set, vice right hon. M. Fitzgerald; earl of Mount Charles, 
the lord Elliott, E. A. MecNaughten, esq. ’ 
the ) Commissioners for affairs of India—the arrangement is 
cal! ) not yet completed, but it is understood that sir J. McDo- 
ties ) nald and Dr. Philimore retire. 
| Sir C. Wetherall is appointed attorney general, sir 
| James Searlett refusing to hold that office. 
il _ Solicitor general—sir N.C. ‘Vindall. 
pion IRELAND. 
a Lord lieutenant—marquis of Anglesea, vice marquis of 
— Wellesley. 
ti Chief secretary—right hon. VV. Lamb. 
oh, Meeting of parliament. House of lords, Jan. 29. 
p20 The second session of the present parliament, was this 
mers ‘day opened by royal commission. 
bable ) At 2 o’clock the lord chanecllor entered, and having 
iy? Maken his seat, together with the other noble lords ap- 
eased ointed as lords commissioners for opening parliament in 
an the is majesty’s name, the gentleman usher of the black rod, 
lb. for ir Thomas Tyrwhitt, was directed to require the attend- 
water nee of the commons, In a few minutes Mr. Speaker 
fot a ceded and attended by the officers of the house, and 
'y_ that ollowed by a considerable number of members, appeared 
ar and tthe bar. The commission having been read his lord- 
ing the ip delivered the following speech: 
. My lords and gentlemen—We have reecived the or- 
ind for 


ers of his majesty to inform you, that he continues to 
ceive from all foreign powers, assurances of their de- 
to maintain friendly relations with this country: and 


we and 


‘ft most at the great powers of Europe share the disposition of 
s of the majesty to promote a good understanding on all the 
orted in ints which may tend to the preservation of peace. 

-in 1823 ‘The state of affairs in the eastern part of Europe, has 


asioned his majesty the deepest solicitude. 


29 only 
or several years, a struggle has existed between the 


at qian 



















mpeoried toman porte, and the inhabitants of the Grecian isles 
provinces, and this struggle has been marked on 

not he a sides, by excesses revolting to humanity. 

nnot use Yuring this struggle, the rights of neutral states, and 
laws which regulate the intercourse of civilized na- 
8, have been frequently violated, and the commerce 
is majesty’s subjects has been exposed to depreda- 
8, aggravated very often, by acts of violence and atro- 

he diret- . 


ie follow- is majesty has ardently desired to put a stop to these 
mities, and to avert the dangers inseparable from 
a state of hostilities—hostilities constituting the only 
‘pun to the general state of peace of Europe. 
§ majesty having been earnestly solicited by the 
$to interpose his good offices in order to effect a 
teiliation with the porte, took measures for thet pur- 
at first in conjunction with the emperor of Russia 
he king of France. 
smayesty has commanded that copies of the protocol 
Mat St. Petersburgh on the 4th of April by the pleni- 
tries of his majesty, and of the emperor of of Rus- 
d of the treaty concluded between his majesty and 
burts of France and Russia on the 6th July, should 
f before you. 
ve Measures were in train to obtain the results con- 


treasary; 
sresacent 
ha Cs jord 
nboroug", 
liske; tt 
xchequer, 

vise! 
> 

rt. hon. 
e depart 
kisson re- 
rl Dudley 
lord Me- 
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he earl o ated by this treaty, a collision, altogether unexpect- 
ccester. i! Smajesty, has occurred between the allied ficets 


t of the Ottoman porte. 
withstanding the bravery evinced on that occasion, 
Jesty laments, that this action has occurred with 


; 
‘ 


— 


the forces of an ancient ally—but retains a confident hope 
that this untoward event will not be followed by other 
hostilities, and will not prevent the amicable arrangement 
between the Greeks and the Ottoman porte, which both 
have so great an interest in adhering to. 

In maintaining the national faith, and in observing the 
engagements which his majesty has contracted, his 
majesty will never lose sight of the great objects in view, 
those of causing the cessation of hostilities between the 
beHigerants, the definitive and permanent settlement ot 
their future relations, and the maintenance of the tran- 
quility of Europe, upon the basis upon which it has rest- 
ed since the general peace. ad ie 

His majesty experiences the liveliest satisfaction in 
informing you that the purpose in view, io = 
to Portugal, upon the mvitation of the court of Lisbon, 
is accomplished. ‘The obligation imposed by regard to. 
the good faith of treaties having been discharged, and the 
seeurity and independence of Portugal being assured, his 
majesty has ordered that the troops in that country should 
immediately return. : 

We are commanded by his majesty to apprize you that 
he has concluded treaties of friendship an commerce, 
with the emperor of Brazil and the United States of Mexi- 
co—copies of which will be laid before you. 

Gentlemen of the house of commons— 

Nis majesty has commanded the estimates of the year 
to be laid before you. ‘They have been made with all the 
economy allowed by the exigencies of the public service. 

We ure directed by his majesty to recommend to you 
an enquiry into the reccipts and expenditures of the coun- 
try. 





His majesty is assured that you will leara with plea- 
sure that, notwithstanding the diminution in some branches 
of the revenue, the total receipts during the past year 
have not fallen short of the expectation formed at the com- 
mencement. 

My lords and gentlemen—We are directed by his ma- 
Jjesty to inform you, that there has heen a considerable in- 
crease inthe exports of the principal articles of British 
manufacture. ‘This improvement in our foreign com- 
merce has given to the people more general occupation 
and furnishes satisfactory indications of the decrease of 
those commercial difficulties of which the effects were so 
sensibly felt by the national industry. 

We are directed to inform you that his majesty has the 
most entire confidence, that you will continue by your ef- 
forts to improve the condition of all classes of his sub- 
jects, and thus accomplish the great object of his solici- 
tude, the prosperity and happiness ofhis people. 


FRANCE, 

The chambers commenced their session on the 5th 
February; nearly every member was present and the 
specch of the king, inserted below, is said to have been 
well received. 

GENTLEMEN, If is always with equal satisfaction that 
I] see you meet about my throne, and that I come to make 
known to youthe situation of France. 

The relations with the European powers continue to 
be amicable and satisfactory. The affairs of the east 
alone present some difficulties; but the treaty that I have 
signed with the king of England and the emperor of Rus- 
sia, has laid the foundation for the pacification of Greece, 
and I have reason to hope that the efforts of my allies, 
and my own efforts will triumph over the resistance of 
the Ottoman porte, without the necessity of our haviyg 
recourse to arms. 

The unexpected battle at Navarino was at the same time 
an occasion of glory for our arms, and a brilliant pledge 
of the union of the three flags [great sensation]. 

The peninsala has been tera long time a cause of sa< 
crifice to us; this is near an end; secure on her frontiers, 
Spain is employing herself with perseverance in the task 
of crushing in her bosom, the deplorable seeds of civil 
discord. Every thing assures me, that I shall be able, 
very soon, with the consent of the king my nephew, to 
restore my soldiers to their cou: ‘ry, and to relieve my 
people from a painful burden. 

A vigorous blockade, to terminate only when I shal! 
have received the satisfaction which is due to me, is kept 
up, and is punishing Algiers, and protectipg Frene 
commerce. 
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the importation of acommodity interfering with the bu- 
siness of the latter; and, having carefully examined the 
‘‘Register,”’ I cannot find any thing which bears upon, or 
has the least reference to, the fact given in your speech, 
if correctly reported! nor can I discover any notice of this 
*‘cargo of British wool,”’ save a short paragraph copied 
from and credited to the “American Farmer,” which sim- 
ply announces the fact of the arrival of “fifty bags,” with- 
out “congratulation” or comment. See vol. 28, p. 70— 


or number of April 2, 1825. It may be, however, thatin 
some carelessly worded sentence, or bya slip of the pen, 
I have said something on which your charge is grounded 


—which being pointed out, { would ask leave to ex- 
| maggie Lassure you, that my mind never entertained 
or one moment the idea which you have attributed to 
me. Ifit had, I should have ill deserved the high compli- | 
ment paid to me by your friend, Mr. Baldwin, in his ora- 
tion delivered on the 4th July last on which occasion, I 
believe, you were present and acting. ‘There are spe- 
cial reasons just now why this affair should be under- 
stood, There are thirty-two volumes of the Register ac- 
cessible to you, in the library of your house, and 1 pray 
you to refer me to the volume and page wherein I “coz- 
d the Logg crag on the arrival of a cargo 
of British wool.” ving myself had some experience 
the preparation of statistical statements, and, no doubt, 
unknowingly committed error, I can easily suppose that | 
you have associated the mere fact stated of the arrival of 
wool in the Register, with the remarks of some other 
erson about it—and if so, I must believe you will do me 
that justice which the nature of the case requires, by au- 
thorising a correction of the mistake. Yours respect- 
fully. H. NILES. 











FLAX AND ITS MANUFACTURES. 

We do not know whether the following letter was in- 
tended for publication, but it contains sec many important 
facts, in regard to flax and hemp, that we should not feel 
content in withholding it. 


Not having had any knowledge of the manufacture of 
sail cloth, but having understood that the committee 
would lay a ‘corresponding duty” upon flax and sail cloth, 
and seeing that the latter had been especially noticed, we 
supposed that its manufacture had been fully provided 
for, as it certainly should be, and, we trust, will, when- 
ever it pleases congress to passa bill altering the tariff. 
This is a very interesting branch of business, and should 
uot be again neglected, or passed over, as it was in 1824. 


LETTER TO THE EDITORS. 

1 have noticed your remarks in your paper of the first 
of March onthe subject of sail cloth,—but you are labor- 
ing under a mistake, when you sa _, by the proposed bill 
altering the tariff, that there isa “corresponding duty” laid 
on sailcloth. The committee werealso under an error as 
to the amount of present duty on flax, and which I see you 
have detected. I have been concerned in the importation 
of flax from Ireland, and, have also had Russian flax and 
the Prussian crown flax. ‘Taking the average cost in the 
counties from whence it is imported, at 8 cents per pound, 
the present rate of duty, 15 per cent. ad valorem, would 
be $26 88 per ton—of 2240 Ibs. By the bill it is propos- 
ed to raise the duty to $45 per ton, double the increase 
contemplated by the committee—and then to raise it to 
$66 per ton, within three years. I beg leave te state to 
yon the operation of the proposed law—thus: 


The present duty is 15 per cent. ad valorem on the bolt 
of dest Russia duck, which costs about $16 per bolt, duty 
would be $2 40 
But by the new bill, the same bolt would pay 
9 cents per square yard, or say 2 77 
Giving an increase in duty ot $7 
Say 37 cents per bolt, in favor of the manu- 
facturer. But to make this bolt of duck, it 
would require of imported flax, say 75 pounds 
oe paying a duty of $45 perton, would 
e 1 50 





Recapitulation. 
The manufacturer, would pay additional 
duty on the flax reqnired to make the bolt— 
say cents 
And would be protected by an increase of 
import duty on a bolt, 


Against the mannfacturer, 
So that underthe first years operation, 


there would be 23 cents against him; and if 
we add the increased duty up to $60—say 50 


: cents 73 

There would then be, in 5 years from this, 73 cents 
in favor of importing duck, instead of flax—because there 
is no progressive increase of duty on sad cloth. Thus 
you see that there is not a corresponding protection. 

I go of course on the supposition that we must, (at 
least for some years) import our flax—and that the n- 
creased duty, will come ont of the manufacturers’ pock- 
ets.—I presume the famers of the bill anticipate a very 
different result of its operation then I do.—They, no 
doubt, believe that the increase duty will induce the 
farmers to rais: flax and water-rot it; but will this be the 
case? Has a much'greater premium or bounty, I may call 
it, induced the growers of hemp to raise larger quantitivs 
and prepare it as it should be by water-rotting? 


Russia hemp sells for more than American in the 
sum of S160 
Add the duty 35 

Say that the increased weight obtained by pulling 
in the proper season is 4 AO 
$255 
Say a bounty of $235 per ton—and yet the farmers 
will not so raise and prepare it. Is it therefore probable 
that faa will be raised and prepared in a proper manner 
for manufacturers’ use, in consequence of the increased 
duty? Thave, myself, ofered a larger bounty than the 
proposed duty. WhenI was paying 8 cents per Ib. for 
American dew rotted, I offered to give 12 cents for water 
rotted and pulled in proper season, and neyer pot a 
pound. Depend upon it, it is not an import duty that 
isto procure us flax—it is the creation of a regular and 
certain demand for it, at a fair price, by encouraging the 
flax establishments and promoting the erection of others, 
where the farmer can always find a certain demand for 
his produce, which is to promote the proper culture and 

preparation of it. High duties will never do it. 













































In England, where fiax is considered the next most 
profitable crop to wheat, and where the interests of the 
farmer are hedged about by the laws, flax is imported in 
large quantities a/most duty free i. e. it isto pay in 1828 
only two pence sterling on the 1121bs. and in 1829 only 
one penny per 112 Ibs. Notwithstanding the great quan- 
tities raised in England and Ireland there were imporicd 
into England in the year $825, 37,129 tons. 

Ifthe present bill becomes a law, there will not bea 
flax spindle running in three years—for we exnnot use 
phe dew rotted American flax. * 


FOREIGN NEWS. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
The ministry has been re-organized under the diret- 
tion ofthe duke of Wellington, and consists of the follow- 
ing members. 











The duke of Wellingten, first lord of the treasury, 
vice lord Goderich; Henry Earl Bathurst, lord president 
of his maj. privy council, vice the duke of Portia.d; lord 
Lyndhurst, continues lord chancellor; lord Ellenborough, 
keeper of the privy seal, vice the eari of Carlisle; tht 
hon. Hen. Goulbourne, chancellor of the exchequer, 
vice Mr. Herries; the right hon. William Carr, viscount 
Beresford, master general of the ordnance; the rt. hon. 
Robert Peele, secretary of state for the home depart- 
ment, vice marquis of Landsdown. Mr. Huskisson re- 
mains secretary of state for the colonies; ear] Dudley 
continues seerctary of state for foreign affairs; lord Mel- 





Under the existing duty, of 15 per cent.— 
equal to $26 88 the daty wowd amounttoonly 90 


—_—— 


gO G0) 











Aeulust the menitfacturer 


ville, president of the board of control, in place of Mr. C. 


Wynn; Mr. Charles Grant continues president of the 


hoard of trade, and treasurer of the navy; the earl o! 


i Aberdeen, chancellor of the datehy of Lanesster. 1 
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lace of lord Bexley; Mr. Herries, master of the mint, 
m place of Mr. Tierney; lord Palmerston continues in 
the war department. 

In office, but not in the cabinet. His royal highness 
the duke of Clarence, lord high admiral; judge advocate 

neral, right hon. sir John Beckett, Bart. vice right hon. 
James Arbererombie; the right hon. Charles Arbuthnot, 
Wm. D. Adams, and Henry Dawkins, esqs. commission- 
ers of woods, forests, and land revenues; vice president 
of the boar? of trade, T. F. Lewis, esq.; pay master ge- 
neral, right hon. W. V. Fitzzerald. 

Under secretaries of state—Home, S. M. Phillips, esq. 
and W. Y. Peel, esq.: vice T. S. Rice, esq. colonial— 
R. W. Hay. esq.; the other not yet settled. Foreign— 
lord Howard de Walden, John Backhouse, esq. ; 

Secretaries of the treasury—Joseph Planta, esq. and 
Nh. G. Dawson, esq. vice T. F. Lewis, esq. 

Lords of the treasury—lord Granville, C. Hf. Somer- 
set, vice right hon. M. Fitzgerald; earl of Mount Charles, 
lord Elliott, E. A. MeNaughten, esq. 

Commissioners for affairs of India—the arrangement is 
not yet completed, but it is understood that sir J. MeDo- 
nald and Dr. Philimore retire. 

Sir C. Wetherall is appointed attorney general, sir 
James Searlett refusing to hold that office. 

Solicitor general—sir N. C. ‘Vindall. 

IRELAND. 

Lord lieutenant—marquis of Anglesea, vice marquis of 
Wellesley. 

Chief secretary—right hon. VV. Lam). 

Meeting of parliament. House of lords, Jan. 29. 
The second session of the present parliament, was this 
day opened by royal commission. 
At 2 o’clock the lord chancellor entered, and having 
taken his seat, together with the other noble lords ap- 
_ as lords commissioners for opening parliament in 
is majesty’s name, the gentleman usher of the black rod, 
sir Thomas Tyrwhitt, was directed to require the attend- 
ance of the commons, Ina few minutes Mr. Speaker 
preceded and attended by the officers of the house, and 
followed by a considerable number of members, appeared 
atthe bar. The commission having been read his lord- 
ship delivered the following speech: 

My lords and genilemen—We have reecived the or- 
ders of his majesty to inform yon, that he continues to 

ceive from all foreign powers, assurances of their de- 
sire to maintain friendly relations with this country: and 
hat the great powers of Europe share the disposition of 
i# majesty to promote a good understanding on all the 
points which may tend to the preservation of peace. 

The state of affairs in the eastern part of Europe, has 
ecasioned his majesty the deepest solicitude. 

For several years, a struggle has existed between the 

yitoman porte, and the inhabitants of the Grecian isles 

Ml provinces, and this struggle has been marked on 

ith sides, by excesses revolting to humanity. 





ne a 
me During this struggle, the rights of neutral states, and 
¢laws which regulate the intercourse of civilized na- 
ons, have been frequently violated, and the commerce 
his majesty’s subjects has been exposed to depreda- 
ri “ aggravated very often, by acts of violence and atro- 
bliow- His majesty has ardently desired to put a stop to these 
mamities, and to avert the dangers inseparable from 
sutry, va state of hostilities—hostilities constituting the only 
‘tent ception to the general state of peace of Europe. 
ord lis majesty having been earnestly solicited by the 
ough, eeks to interpose his good offices in order to effect a 
. ae ouciliation with the porte, took measures for thet pur- 
quer’ *, at first in conjunction with the emperor of Russia 
capeint the king of France. 
on, smiyesty has commanded that copies of the protocol 
epart- ted at St. Petersburgh on the 4th of April by the pleni- 
on re- nttaries of his majesty, and of the em eror of of Rus- 
ad ley and of the treaty concluded between his majesty and 
Mel- rye of France and Russia on the 6th July, should 
+. C ald before you. 
of the ie € measures were in train to obtain the results con- 
wot ated by this treaty, a collision, altogether unexpect- 
ont 18 ) ‘US majesty, has occurred between the allied fleets 
at of the Ottoman porte. 
withstanding the bravery evinced on that occasion, 





“Jesty laments, that this action has occurred with 





the forces of an ancient ally—but retains a confident hope 
that this untoward event will not be followed by other 
hostilities, and will not prevent the amicable arrangement 
between the Greeks and the Ottoman porte, which both 
have so great an interest in adhering to. ; 

In maintaining the national faith, and in observing the 
engagements which his majesty has contracted, his 
majesty will never lose sight of the great objects in view, 
those of causing the cessation of hostilities between the 
belligerants, the definitive and permanent settlement ot 
their future relations, and the maintenance of the tran- 
quility of Europe, upon the basis upon which it has rest- 
ed since the general peace. te a ile 

His majesty experiences the liveliest satisfaction in 
informing you that the purpose in view, ip sending troops 
to Portugal, upon the invitation of the court of Lisbon, 
is accomplished. ‘The obligation imposed by regard to. 
the good faith of treaties having been discharged, and the 
security and independence of Portugal being assured, his 
oe has ordered that the troops in that country should 
immediately return. : 

We are commanded by his majesty to apprize you that 
he has concluded treaties of friendship and ecommerce, 
with the emperor of Brazil and the United States of Mexi- 
eo—copies of which will be laid before you. 

Gentlemen of the house of commons— 

‘is majesty has commandee the estimates of the year 
to be laid before you. ‘They have been made with all the 
economy allowed by the exigencies of the public service. 

We are directed by his majesty to reeommend to you 
an enquiry into the reccipts and expenditures of the coun- 
try. 





lis majesty is assured that you will learn with plea- 
sure that, notwithstanding the diminution in some branches 
of the revenue, the total receipts during the past year 
have not fallen short of the expectation formed at the com- 
menecement, 

My lords and gentlemen—We are directed by his ma- 
jesty to inform you, that there has heen a considerable in- 
crease inthe exports of the principal articles of British 
manufacture. This improvement in our foreign com- 
merce has given to the people more general occupation 
and furnishes satisfactory indications of the decrease of 
those commercial difficulties of which the effects were so 
sensibly felt by the national industry. 

We are directed to inform you that his majesty has the 
most entire confidence, that you will continue by your ef- 
forts to improve the condition of all classes of his sub- 
jeets, and thus accomplish the great object of his solici- 
tude, the prosperity and happiness ofhis people. 


FRANCK. 

The chambers commenced their session on the 5th 
February; nearly every member was present and the 
speech of the king, inserted below, is said to have been 
well received. 

GENTLEMEN. It is always with equal satisfaction that 
1 see you meet about my throne, and that I come to make 
known to youthe situation of France. 

The relations with the European powers continue to 
be amicable and satisfactory. The affairs of the east 
alone present some difficulties; but the treaty that I have 
signed with the king of England and the emperor of Rus- 
sia, has laid the foundation for the pacification of Greece , 
and I have reason to hope that the efforts of my allies, 
and my own efforts will triumph over the resistance of 
the Ottoman porte, without the necessity of our haviyg 
recourse to arms. 

The unexpected battle at Navarino was at the same time 
an occasion of glory for our arms, and a brilliant pledge 
of the union of the three flags [great sensation]. 

The peninsala has been fera long time a cause of sa- 
crifice to us; this is near an end; secure on her frontiers, 
Spain is employing herself with perseverance in the task 
of crushing in her bosom, the deplorable seeds of civil 
discord. Every thing assures me, that I shall be able, 
very soon, with the consent of the king my nephew, to 
restore my soldiers to their coui ‘ry, and to relieve my 
people from a painful burden. 

A vigorous blockade, to terminate only when J shal! 
have received. the satislaction which is due to me, is kept 
up, and is puvishjng Algiers, and protectipg Fren 
commerce. 
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In distant regions and under the uncertain dominion of | 
infant governments, our flag has suffered some aggres- 
sions; but { have ordered that just reparation should be 
exacted, and [ have prescribed measures whieh will for 
the future protect from all damage the fortunes of my 
subjects. 

If Lean thus, gentlemen, look abroad with satisfaction, 
the domestic state of my kingdom does not offer me less 





TWENTIETH CONGRESS—tst SESSION. 
SENATE. 

March 17. The following bills were read a third time, 
and passed. 

A bill to incorporate the trustees of the female or- 
phan asylum of Georgetown. [The title was, on mo- 
tien of Mr. Eaton, amended by adding, ‘and the female 
orphan asylum of Washington city.” ‘‘A bill for the 
relief of James Frazer;” ‘‘a bill for the better organiza- 





sseurity. You will see by the documents which will be 
laid before you, that if the products of the different con- 


tributions have suffered some diminution, the sources of 
the public wealth are not lessened for any length of 
Extraordinary circumstances have produced an! state of Indiana.” 


time. 


excess of expenditure for which it willbe necessary to 
I have ordered my ministers to} 


provide [sensation. ] 


render you an uecount of them; and I have required of 
them, to press constantly towardsa severe and exteusive 


enonomy. 


I have ealled my son to act in the military promotions. 
The army will find in this new arrangement the most 


eertain testimony of my regard towards it. 


The progressive developements of commerce and in- 
dustry, that glory of peaceful states, have increased their 
It ismy wish | 


wants, and solicit more numerous outlets. 


that a minister appointed in their interest, should have the | 
special employment of proposing to me every thing) 
which may be proper to assist their activity, which is ever 


increasing. 


However intimate may be the connexion which must | 


‘tion of the medical department of the navy of the Unit- 
| ed States;” ‘fa bill granting the right o ference to 
| certain land settlers in the district of St. Helena, in the 


Mr. Smith, of Md. presented the memorial of the 
| Baltimore and Ohio rail road company, praying the pas- 
' sageof an act to allow them to import from foreign coun- 
| tries a quantity of iron, sufficient to supply the wants of 
| the company; which was, on motion of Mr. S, referred 
| to the committee. on finance, and ordered to be printed. 

The bill to prevent Cesertion in the army of the United 
States, was discussed at some length by Messrs. Har i- 
son, Hayne, Chandler, Smith, of } Id. and Benton, A 
motion made by Mr. Hayne to strike out the 6th section, 
authorizing the appointment, in certain cases, of non- 
/ecommissioned officers to sit on courts martial, having 
been agreed to, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
The remainder of the day was spent in discussing the 
bill granting certain relinquished and unapproprmted 
blie lands to the state of Alabama, for the improve- 
t of the navigation of the Tennessee, Coosa, Ca- 








«| pu 












exist between religion and the education of men, publi 
instruction and ecclesiastical affairs have appeared to me 
to require a separate direction, and I have ordered the 
Grame to be made. process in the states admitted into the union since 1789, 
Wishing to strengthen more and more in my states the} was reported by Mr. Van Buren, trom the committee 
eharter which was en by my brother, and — Li on the judiciary, with an amendment. Adjourned. 
have sworn to mantain, I shall be watehful, that the la- aan i Sel aoe a —_ 
bors are carried on with wisdom and judgement which pipes 18. a ry pene a the ee ru a i 
shall place our legislation in harmony with it. debs eae et sisi * Smith. of Mi. HG mn ker "Che ‘er. 
Some high questions of public administration have R sae YR ag enon ie ; oot Ce rr age. <7 ow 
been pointed out for my attention. Convinced that the | ¢. Kes ’ - ecm ia “ore ne Fs , 43 — an _ 
true strength of the throne is, next to the divine protec- ! aes ‘bill py - oe Sof. h vio yes ~ 
tion, in observing the laws, [have ordered that these} * a . drag y 7 oa a: cee f the do ae a” 
questions should be examined, and that their discussion | “ "The ‘Gdlicnsions bills oe “a ced binge ol 
should bring out the truth, whieh is the first want of prin-} A bill t peer kar lene a — ee th Moited 
ces and people.—|[ Universal expressions of adhesion.] | ES) Pee Seles ee eee oe 
: ' : ~ ‘4 | States, and for other purposes. A bill to grant a certai 
Gentlemen, the happiness of France is the object of | portion of relinquished and unappropriated lands t 
all my affections, of all my thoughts. ‘To secure this, !| the state of Alabama, for the improvement of the Tev 
shali know how to maintain the power and watchful au-| nessee, Coosa, Cahawba and Black Warrior rivers 
thority which belongs to my crown. The bill to authorize the president to lease lots of groun: 
if wonegal papnhs aa I we gcc ey: me on od at Galena, Upper Mississippi, &e. 
assistance of your information and on the union with me o ‘ ak — : - 
your eaten. The word of your king, calling for the} . va heat » Mr. oe ~ * whey bill Fa 
union of good men, can here only find hearts disposed to | for the final settlement of private % in omar buds ine 
histen and to respond to it. ral states, was taken up, and having been read by section 
it caused a debate which oecupied the remainder of 0 
session, when, on motion of Mr. Smith, of Md. the 


| 
| men 
hawba and Black Warrior rivers; which finally passed 


to be engrossed, 22 to 13. The bill to establish jadicia! 



















ELECTIONS AND ELECTIONEERING. The Virginia anti- ; 
Jackson central committee, have unanimously nominated | "4te adjourned. | 
John Shackleford, esq. of Culepeper, as an elector tor | Murch 19. The bill authorising the construction 0! 4 
the district of Orange &e. vice James Madison declined | breakwater at the mouth of the Delaware was taken J 
—andcol Wm. Elzey of Loudon an elector for the dis-| on motion of Mr. Marks; and, after having been amet 
trict of Loudon Ke. vice James Monroe declined. ed, on motion of Mr. Kane, so as to leave the choi 

Certuin citizens of Batavia, N. Y. have nominated So/- | the plans and estimates reported, to the arent © , 
emon Southwick, esq. of Albany, for the office of go-| presidentot the United States, it Wage 78 a ht 
vernor of New York, and Mr. S. has accepted the nomi- | 7004, Marks, Benton, Mc Lune, _ ury, Tbs 
nation, and proceeded to attend the anti-masonie con-, Md. and Chandler, and ordered to be engrossed b} 
vention at Le Roy. ‘The excitement about the abduction | mot vote. . 
and disappearance, or death, ot Morgan, rather increases | Y A .—Messrs. Barnard, Barton, ager 4 
than diminishes in the west of New York. Bouligny, or yy Fe a : at rye at} ad 

John W. Campbell, esq. who was nominated as a can- mesg Aca gone lang, Pegg eo gO 


: - is, Robbins, Ruggles, Silsbee, Smith, of Md. We 
didate for governor of Ohio, in opposition to gov. Trim- Partie, Slaw, Sages, Saeeee, Se 
ble, has declined the nomination. 


ster, Willey, Woodbury—24. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Branch, Chandle 
John Bell has been elected gov. of N. Hampshire, in 
place of the present incumbent, Benj. J. Pierce. The 


Cobb, Hayne, Johnson, of Ken. King, M’Kinley, Mes 

Rowan, Seymour, Smith of S. C. Tazewell, Tho 
election was net based upon the presidential question, | Tyler, White—17. a e 
tho’ the first named gentleman is said to be favorable to| The remainder of the day was spent in diseussils 
the present ‘xdministration, and the latter friendly to gen-! bill for the settlement of private land claims in the 
eval Jackson; one hundred and twenty towns had been| ral states and territories. Amendments were offe 
heard from and the vote stood thus; for Bel] 15,104; for 
Pierce 13,052, Nine candidates for senator favorable to 


es 


Messrs. Johnston, of Lou. and Burton, to exempt 
states of Louisiana, Mississippi and Missour!, 
operation of the bill. Before any question W4s 

the senate adjourned. 





the admmistration are sai¢ to have been elected in the 
twelve districts. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday, Marchi2. Mr. Woods, of Ohio, moved the 
following resolution which was read and laid on the table, 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be, 
and he hereby 1s, requested to inform the house, (if not, 
in his opinion, imcompatible with the public interest), by 
what authority Thomas L. McKeneny informed the 
Creek nation of Indians that no comimunica’ion of any 
sort would be received from them, if a certain man re- 
ferred to in his letter to the secretary of war, of the 29th 
November, 1527, had any agency in it; or what were the 
reasons for breaking said individual, and of depriving 
him of him of his authority, and in what capacity said in- 


dividual was acting for said Indians; and to communicate | fund remaining in 1835, after discharging the whole of the 





to this house the agreement made with said Indians, re- | 
ferred to in said letter to the secretary of war, with such | honor to transmit two statements, marked A. and J. 
information respecting the same as he may think proper) which contain the information required, accompanied by 


to communicate. 

Mr. Randolph movedthe following resolution: 

Resolved, Virat the commitice oa the District of Co- 
lumbia be instructed to inquire into the polive established 
and enforced in the counties of Washingtou and Alexan- 
dria, in regard to slaves, and other negroes and mulat- 
toes; and to report what measures, if any, are necessary 
to enlorce discipline amongthem. * 

On offering the above resolution Mr. Randolph made 
« speech of some length, in which he stated the annoyan- 
ces he was sabjected to in consequence of the assemblage 
of negroes before the house in which he boarded, &e. 
when he had concluded his remarks the resolution was 
agreed to—Ayes 125, Noes 22. 

The followmg resolution was offered by Mr. .. S. 
Barbour, but betore it was disposed of, the hour appointed 
for the consideration of resolutions had expired. 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made for exclud- 


ing the ageucy of the president in appointing the priaci- , 


pail disbursing and accounting officers of the treasury de- 
partinent and that the power of appointing them should 
be vested in congress. 

Thursday, March 13. The resolution offered by 
Mr. Barbour yesterday was brought before the house by 
the speaker, but laid on the table, as Mr. B. was too 
much indisposed to be present; the resolution offered by 
Mr. Woodsof N. Y. wasalso laid on the table, after hav- 
ing undergone several modifications. 

Mr. Whipple moved the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the committee on the contingent ex- 
penses of this house be instructed to mquire into the ex- 


| 
| 


| 
| 


{ 


{ 
| 


pediency of providing for the appoiutment of a legal re- | 


porter of the debates of this house. Whether such re- 
porter ought, or ought not, to be appointed? And if 
yea, for what reason; and if nay, for whatreason? Ougiit 
the public press to be trusted? And if not, why? Ought 
the press to be improved? And itso, why? 
aud report, whether it is the intention of the house, or 
any branch of the government, to propose, or make, a 
gug-law? And ifso, why? 
to be taken in the event of such intention, to save the feo- 
ple tromharm? And whether they are now in danger 
trom the legal constitational operation of the laws of the 
jand? =And that said committee have leave to report by 
bill, bills, or otherwise. 

This resofution being read, the question of considera- 
tion was called for by Mr. Hoffnian; and the question be- 
ing put, the house refused now to consider the same. 

On motion of Mr. Livingston, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the juduciary inquire 


To inquire | 


| 


And what precaution ought | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


**ist. What averaze amount will be annually required 
to discharge the whole of the vatioual debt in 1835, when 
the Tast portion of it becomes redecimable,s excepting the 
three per cents, and the subscription to the U. States’ 
bank; 

2d. What amounat will be so required to redeem the 
whole of the debt by that time, the three per cents Only 
excepted; 

“3d. What will be the surplus of the present appro- 
priation of ten millions remaining annually, alter discharg- 
ing the whole of the redeemable debt, eecording to the 
principle of calculations first abovementioned; 

“4th, What will be the surplus of the present sinking 


national debt excepting the three per cents; tL have the 


a letter of the register of the treasury, explanatory of the 
same. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
most obedicnt servant, RICUARD RUSH. 

The hou. the speaker of the house of representatives. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
secretary of the treusury, transmitting such information 
as is contained in his department, relating to setilements 
on the lands granted, or pretended to have been granted, 
to the marquis de Maison Rouge. 

The secretary of war communicated a. statement ex- 
hibiting the amount expended at the military agedemy at 
West Point for the construction of buildings, aad for the 
purchase of books, maps and apparsius; and the pay and 
subsistence of teachers, officers and cadets, from its or- 
ganization, in LSO0Y, to this tune. 

Tie remainder of the day was occupied in discussing 
the tariff, as heretofore stated. 

Friday, March 14. Myr. We Diffie, from the com- 
mittee of ways and means, to which was referred the 
amendment of Uie senate, to the bul, entitled an act make 
ing appropriations for the support of the navy of the 
United States, for the year 1828, reported that the con 
iittee recommend to the house to agree to the first, sud 
to disagree to the second of the said amendments. Tine 
said amendinents were then committed to a committee of 
the whole on the state of Uie union. 

A resolution offered by Mr. /Voods yesterday, after 
having been amended to read as tollows, was agreed io. 

fesolved, That the seeretary of the treasury be divect- 
ed to report to this house, a list of the persons appointed 
to examine the respective land offices, tor the years 1§25, 
i824, 1825, 1825 aud 1827, the amount of compensation, 
including expeuses, &e. been allowed to each: 
aud the number of officers examined by each person in 
the respective years; and, also, that he iaform this house, 
what benefits result from such examinations of the land 
offices. 

After other business, the house went into committee 
of the whole on the claim of &R. W. Meade, Mr. Core 
dict in the chair, which was discussed by Messrs. Dray~ 
ton. P. BP. Barbour, Storrs and Sergeant, but before 
the latter gentieman had concluded his remarks, be move 
ed that the committee rise. lt rose accordingly, and ob- 
tained leave to sit again, whereupon the house adjourned, 

Saturday, Warch 15. Mr. Swann by icave, present- 
ed areportof the geucral assembly of the state of New 


} +, bac . 
WibiGeb HAVO 


iJersey, and resoluuious adopted theron by the said 
) general assembly, upon the subject of certain ‘resolutions 


into the expediency of extending the privilege granted by | 
law to the mventors and discoverers of useful arts and in- | 
ventions, to the term of twenty-eight years; and, also, | 


that they inquire and report, whether any other modifi- 
cation or improvement of the laws on that subject is ex- 
pedient. 

Several resolutions for the accomplishment of local 
purposes were offered, and various bills teceived from 
the senate, when the 

The speaker laid before the house the following letter, 
which was read, and referred to the committee of ways 
aud mezns. 

Treasury department, March 12, 1828, 


i 


— 


of the states of the S. Carolia and Georgia, in relation to 
the constitutionality and expediency of promoting Ame- 
rican manutuctures by means of tariff laws,” which report 
was committed to acommittee of the whole house on the 
state of the union. 

Several bills trom the senate were read and referred, 
when the house again resoived itself into 4 committee of 
the whole on the bil) for the relictof R. W. Meade, Mr. 
Condici in the chair. 

Mr. Sergeant resumed his argument in defenee of the 
bill, in the course of which several explanations took 
place between him and Messrs. Burbour and Polk, whe 


, teal opposed iton# previous day. 


} 


Sir: Iu obedience to a resolution of the house of re-. 


presentatives, of the 8th inst. ‘‘instructing the secretary 
of the treasury to inform the house, 


Vr. Sutherfand totlowed on the same side, and spoke 
with warmth mm tavor of the claim, and in reprobation ef 
the idea of sending the claimant back to seek justice frem 
the Spanish government. 
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Mr. Weems next obtained the floor, and made a short 
speech in opposition to the bill, insisting that the claim of 
Meade was no better than others which liad becn rejgeted 
by the eonmmissioners, 

Mr. Everett briefly replicd to Mr. Heems, and ex- 
plained some facts which he had misapprehended. 








ret eee - 





tion prevailed, and the house went into committee accord- 
ingly, Mr. #. P. Barbour in the chair. 

Mr. Everett now waived his motion for the considera- 
tion of the biil for the public buildings, and having un- 
derstood that the gentleman from New York [Mr. Bar- 
nard\| who was entitled to the floor when the committee 


Me. .2rcher then moved that the committee rise; the | lust rose, was now desirous of addressing the committee 
motion prevailed,and the committee having risen, re-|on the tariif bill, the committee thereupon took up that 
| bill; aud the question being on the amendment of Mr. 


ported progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 
The following message was received from the presi- 
ceut of the United States: 
Zo the house of representatives of the United States. 
. Wasuineron, March 15, 1328. 
Tn compliance with a resolution of the house of repre- 
sentatives of the 2ist ult. requesting me to lay before the 
house the correspondence not heretofore communicated 
between the government of the United States and that of 
Great Britain, on the subject of the claims of the two 
governments to the territory westward of the Rocky 
mountains, | transmit herewith a report of the secretary 
of state with the documen‘s requested by the resolution. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


The message was read and laid on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
seeretary of the treasury transmitting all the information 
withia the department as called for by the house on the 
5d instant, relative to the execution of the act for the re- 


lief of Samuel Manae; as also of the act for the relief of | 


certain Creek Indians; as also of indemnity to inliabitants 

of the late territory of Mississippi for damages done by 

the Creek Indians; which was read and laid on the table. 
The house then adjourned. 


Monday, March 17. A great number of petitions 
were presented this day on the subject of the tariff, post 
routes, ke. 

The committee on Indian effairs were discharged from 
the further consideration of the resolution directing that 
committee to Inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation to purchase of the Cherokce Indians, that 
tract of country which lies within the territory of Ar- 
kansas, and east ot the west boundary line of said territo- 
ry; and the subject was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. McDuffie, the house went iuto com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, Mr. Ver- 
planck iw the chair, and took up the bi!l making appro- 

riatious for the navy, the amendments, of the senate 
xcing under consideration, when, after discussion, the 
first amendment was concurred in and the second disa- 
greed to. 


A message was subsequently received from the senate, 





/ 








notifying that the senate recede from their amendment, | 


disagreed to by the house, to this bill. 
therefore, finally passed both houses of congress. 


On motion of Mr. Mc Duffie the committee now took | 


up the bill making appropriations for fortifications, and 
the question being on the following amendment of the 
senate thereto: 

**At the end of the first section insert— 


Barataria, fifty thousand dollars” 


put on disagreeing to the senates amendment, and car- 
ried in the affirmative. 
to the amendment, proposed by the senate, to the appro- 
priation bill for fortifications. 


Mr. Everett now moved the consideration of the ap- | made upon the petitions of Elbert Anderson, David 


propriation bill for the public buildings; but Mr. MWe Duj- 


should be passed as speedily as possible, moved that the 
committee rise and report. 

The committee thereupon rose, and reported its con- 
eurrence with the resolutions of the committee of ways 
and means, and the agreement and disegreements of the 


The bill has, | 





Mallury, chairman of the committee on manufactures. 

Mr. Barnard rose, and addressed the committee at 
length, in opposition to the bill as reported by the ¢om- 
mittee, and in favor of the amendment. Mr. Barnard, 
having concluded, Mr. Stevenson of Pennsylvania, made 
some explanations in reply to some remarks which refer- 
red to himself. After a word or two of reply from Mr. 
Bernard, Mr. Ingham obtained the floor, when Mr. 
Pearce moved that the committee rise. Mr. Ingham 
objected, and wished to proceed, but, after making some 
progress in his speech, he yielded to a motion made by 
Mr. Wright, of New York, for the rising of the commit~ 
tce. ‘Lhe committee rose accordingly, and thereupon, 

The house adjourned 

Tuesday, March 18. Mr. Smyth, from the ecom- 
mittee on military gffairs, reported a bill to privilege sol- 
diers from arrest in certain cases, which was committed 
to a committee of the whole house and made the order 
vf the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. Hoffman, from the committee on naval affairs, to 
which was referred the bill from the senate, entitled, 
**An actto compensate Susan Decatur; widow and repre- 
sentative of captain Stephen Decatur, deceased, and 
others,” reporied the same, without amendment. The 
bill was then committed. 

[This report is also adverse to the claims of the offi- 
cers and crew of the Syren, for a participation in the 


' grant proposed to be given by the bill.) 


Mr. Jsucks, from the committee on the public lands, 
to which was referred the amendment of the senate to 
the bill; entitled “an act to revive and continue in force the 
several acts making provision for the extinguishment of 
the debt due to the United States, by purchasers of the 
public lands;” reported the concurrence of the committee 
in the said amendment, 

The said amendment was then read, and agreed to by 
the house. 

This bill has, therefore, finally passed both houses of 
congress. 

Some time was oceupied in disposing of a communi- 
cation from Mr. Wallace, containing a complaint against 
certain acts of George Graham, esq. commissioner of the 
reneral land office, which wasfinally laid onthe table. 
~ The house then, on motion of Mr. Madllary, went into 
committee of the whole onthe state of the union, Mr. 
P. P. Barbour inthe chair. 

Mr. fngham, who had the floor from yesterday, rose'and 
addressed the house at large, in defence of the bill, as re- 
ported by the committee on manufactures, and in opposi- 


tion tothe amendment of Mr. Vallary, replying more 


“¥or providing the materials for the fortification at especially to the remarks of Mr. Barnard, and inci- 


dentally referring to those of Mr. Davis, of Massachu- 
Messrs. McDuffie, Brent, Williams and Livingston | 
now addressed the house, after which the question was | 


So the house resolved to disagree | 


-— 


setts. 

Mr. Jugham closed his remarks, during whieh he was 
ceveral times called to order by the chair, at about four 
o’elock, when Mr. Johns moved that the committee rise. 
trose accordingly; and, thereupon, the house adjourned. 

Wednesdau, March 19. Unfavorable reports were 


/j~ | Casteel, aud Anthony Gale, which were laid on the ta- 
fé@,. suggesting that it was very desirable that these bills | 








ble. 

The following resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. 
McDuffie, was taken up, and, after consideration, laid on 
the table. Aves 85, noes 78. 

Resolved. ‘Thatthe following be added to the standing 
rules of this house: No member shall remain covered 


house to the respective amendments, was communicated | during the session and within the bar of the house, ex- 


io the house. 
A message was subsequently received from the senate, 
notifying that the senate recede from their amendment to 
this bill. The bill has, therefore, finally passed both houses 
of congress. 
Mr, Everett now moved that the house go into cor-- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. 


cept with the special leave of the speaker. 
Mr. HickliFe moved the following resolution: 
Resolved, Vhat the seeretary of state be directed to 
communicate to this house, a list of such elaims, by 


name, andthe amount thereof, which were rejected by 


the late board of commissioners, under the eleventh ar- 


The mo- | ticle of the treaty between Spain and the United States 
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wherein the claimants, through the board, had made a 
demand for the evidence supposed io be in the possession 
of Spain, and which evidence was not furnished by the 
Spanish government. 

The rule requiring resolutions of this character to be laid 
on the table one day for consideration, was dispensed with 
by unanimous consent—and the resolution was agreed to. 


The house resumed the consideration of the resolution 
moved by Mr. Wood of Ohio, on the 12th inst. and 
which was modified and laid on the table on the 13th 
inst: but before it was disposed of, the hour for the con- 
sileration of resolutions had expired. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, Mr. P. P. Barbour in 
the chair. 

Mr. WceDuffie moved that the committee take up the 
bill making appropriations for the military service of the 
year 1828, in order to consider the ainendment made by 
the senate. The committee then concurred in the amend- 
ment made by the senate. The committee then rose 
and reported the bill, and the amendment was concurred 
in by the house. 

The house then went into committee of the whole on 
the bill reported by the committee on manutactures, en- 
fided ‘‘An act in amendment of the several acts impos- 
ing duties on imports. 


Mr. Johns then addressed the committee in a speech 


ed. 


a 


— 


Mr. Hoffman then took the floor, and went at large in™ 


toa defence of the bill, as reported by the committee’ 
and in opposition to the amendment of Mr. Madllary. 
He continued his remarks till halt past five o’clock, when 


1e yielded to a motion that the committee rise. 
It rose accordingly, and thereupon the house adjourrr- 








TENNESSEE MILITIAMEN. 

Report of the committee on military affairs, to which 
were referred the correspondence and documents 
from the war department, 1 relation to the proceed- 
ings of a court martial, ordered for the trial of cer- 
tain Tennessee militiamen. February 11, 1828. Read, 
and laid upon the table. 

Mr Hamilton, from the committee on military affairs, 


to which the subject had been referred, made the follow 


r 
ing. 


REPORT: 
The committee on military affairs, to whom were refer- 
» , 


red the documents communicated by the seeretary of war, 
in obedience to the eall of this house, of the 16th af 


January, relative to the proceedings of the court martial 


which commenced its sittings at or near Mobile, on the 
5th of Veeember 1814, for the trial of certain ‘Tennessee 
militiamen, together with the correspondence between 
the governor ol that state and the seeretary of war, respect 


te ing the length of service of militia drafts cf that state 
of about two hours in length, in opposition to the bill as Prete omy 6 wan fa ones ; , ‘ 
reported by the committee on manufactures, and in favor | SUTIN SS ES Ss see 


of the ainendment proposed by Mr. Mallary. He par- 
fieularly directed his reply to the caleulations made by 
Messrs. J. S. Stevenson and Ingham, of Pennsylvania. 

After Mr. Johns had conelnded— ; 

Mr. Hoffman rose to address the committee, and was 
about commencing his remarks, when several gentlemen 
suggested that he should give way for a motion for the 
committee to rise. After some persnasion, Mr. [loif- 
man gave way, atthe sume tiw.c expressing his entire 
willingness to proceed, should it be the pleasure of the 
committee to hear him then, 

On motien of Mr. Hares, the committee then rose 
and reported progress. ‘The house then adjourned. 

THURSDAY’S PROCKEDINGS. 

Mh the senate. Myr. Branch moved the consideration 
ofthe resolution presented several days since by Mr. 
Johnson, of Kentucky, fixing a time for the adjournment 
of congress, sine die, A desultory discussion took place 
on this sulsj< in which Messrs. Wohle, Branch, Harri- 
son, Dickerson, Johnson, of Ky. Smith, of Md. Web- 
ster, and Benton, participated; when the motion to con- 
sider was rejected, 

The bill to provide for individuals disabled in the ser- 
vice of the United States, by wounds or otherwise, was 
taken up, on motion of Mr. \Ved/e, who moved to amend 
the second section so as to exclude from pensions, offi- 
cers yetained in the service, who should have lost a limb; 
which was debated at considerable length, and decided in 
the aflirmutive, 25ito0 12. The bill was then ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 


~_- 








4 
Li, 





The remainder of the day was occupied in the consid- 
eration of the unfinished business of yesterdav—being 
the bill to. provide for the trial of private land elainis 
in the several states and territories Motions to amend, 
offered yesterday by Messrs Johuston of Louisiana, and 
Barton, were rejected in committée of the whole, and, 
having, been renewed in the senate, were agreed to. Af- 
ter considerable discussion, and several motions to amen, 


Mr. Webster, moved to strike outthe present bill, and 
oifered a substitute, which was ordered to be printed. 
When the senate adjourned. 


‘Fhe house was for a long time engaged in consider- 
Pg the resolution offered by Mr. [Woods on the 12th inst. 
respecting certain proceedings of Mr. MeNenney; the 
Tiscussion was arrested by the speaker, and, after other 
unimportant business 

On motion of Mr. .Wallary the house then went into 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, Mr. 
Dwight, of Massachusetts, inthe chair, (Mr Barbour, 
of Virginia, having requested to be exeused), aml took 
np the tariff bill, 
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legislative interference of cons 
amendment, either of the rules and «articles of war, or 
the Jaws governing the militia of the United States. 


‘That, by the reference of these papers to your com 


mittee, they have been unable to place any other cone 
struction on your order, than, that it was the intention of 
the nouse, that they should examine the same, and deter- 
mine whether all the documents had been communicated, 
or where on file in the department, necessary to a true 
understanding ofthe case to which the call ‘or these doc- 
uments is applicable; and, ifany were wanting, to ascer- 
tain in what manner the deficient papers could be suppli- 
ed; and, in reporting upon the nature of the transactions, 


which these papers disclose, to determine whether the 
? 
ess be necessary, as to any 


rr 
at 


In the discharge of this duty, your committee will pro- 
ceed succintly to state to the house, the character of the 
documents transmitted by the department of war; the 
periods and events to whieh they are applicable; the law 
and public exigency under which the governor of Ten- 
nessee, during the late war, ordered out the militia drafts 
of that state, for the common defence of our conntry; and, 
lastly, the crimes and offences committed by a portion of 
the militia dratts so ordered out, which produced a neces- 
sity for the examples which were made, and which are 
disclosed in the proceedings of the court martial, con- 
vened at or near Mobile, on the 5th of December, 1814, 


The first eriticism to which the correspondence trans 
mitted, in obedience to the order of this house, by the 
department of war, is liable, is the numerical classification, 
mae by that department, of the letters composing this 
correspondence. 

The secretary of war has transmitted twelve letters, 
which passed between the then seeretary, general Arm- 
strong, sad governor Blount. Instead of commencing 
the series with the letter first in date, by which the ime 
ducement would be shown for the reply, this order is in- 
verted. and the series commences witha letter from the 


| seerctary of war, of the 5d January, 1814, marked No. 1; 
Mr. Serrien, in accordance with a suggestion made by | 


and his letters are continued to No. 5. It so happens 
that the first letter in date, isas low down as No. 6. 
Gor. Blount’s of the 10th December, 1813; and the se- 
cond Jetter in date is No. 7—gov. Blount’s of the 24th 
of Dee. 1813; to both of which the letter of the 3d Janut- 
ry, 1814, of the eceretary of war, is an answer. 


Your committee belicse that this arrangement of cor- 
respondence, is calculated to lead to serious misappre- 
hensiou: thata reader, not very attentive to a comparison 
of dates, would suppose thatthe letter of the 3d of Janua- 
ry, 1814, referred to such militia drafts as were to be 
made in that year, when it is exclusively applicable to the 








drafts which had been made in 1813 for the prosecution 
of the Creek war, and which were admitted to have bern 
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executed but for three months. ‘The injustice which, by ; out militia drafis, under the discretionary authority of 


a confusion of dates would be done, even by possibility 


those letters, to consider that such drafis as gov. Biount 


to the parties concerned in the transactions of the militia; should order out, were in his opinion required ‘‘by the 


drafts of Tennessee, which were made for six months) 
iu 1814, by applying the letter of the secretary of war, of | . m 
the 3d January, 1814, to subsequent drafts for six months, | be put more affirmatively, to wit: that it was the “opinion 
_of the president, that the public interest did require” 


instead of those which were made in 1815, wor thre: 
months, has induced your committee so to arrange the 
correspondence, that the leading letter, in the series, 
should come out first, and the subsequent letters follow 
in the natural order of their respective dates. “Thus 
obviously just classification being observed, it will be 
perceived, that the letter of the 3d of January t814, has 
no bearing upon the drafts of militia, which were after- 
wards made for six months, in the progress of that vear, 
by the governor of ‘Tennessee, of which the regiment nn- 
der the command of colonel Pipkin composed a part 

A perusal of the covrespondence just recited, o: the 
muster rolls of the different companies of col. Pipkin’: 
regiment, and the proceedings of the court martial which 
was convened “at Mobile, onthe 5th Decembo r, 1814, For 
the trial of certain Tennessee militiamen,” present upon 
their facé the following inquiries; 

Ist. Whether the governor of Tennessee, had the 
power to order ont detachments of militia of that state 
for a six months’ tour of service? 


2dly. Whether col. Pipkin’s regiment was so ordcr- 


ed out, and in conformity with sach authority? 

3dly. Whether the soldiers of this regiment, who 
were arranged for certain crimes gnd ~offences before 
‘fa court martial which convened at Mobile on the 5th 
Dec-mber, 1814,” were legally tried; and. wir ther the 
¢ mand ng general, approving the proceedings of th. 
court, properly exercised the power and diseretion vested 
in him by law? 

In relation to the first branch of the inquiry, it will be 


public tuterest.” 
Aad your committee think, that this proposition may 


that governor Blount should, uuoder the advisement, or 
by the requisitions of general Pinckney, have the power 
to order out militia draits, either for three or six months, 
as the exigencies of the service should render necessary, 
‘without reforving on this head,” to the president for 
special civections. 

‘Vhis deduction ther consider irresistible and conelu- 
sive, and that there was nothing in the act of April 18th, 
1814, which prevented the president fror expressing his 
opinion, through general instructions to the exeecuiive of 
a state, whose orders tor militia draiits, under such dig- 
cretion, should, de facio and de jure, be the opinivn of 
the president, ‘that such drafis were required by the pub. 
lic milerest. ”” 

This inference, your committee moreover believe, it 
they thought it neeessary togo into sueh an investigation, 
nveht be sustained by the contemsorary constructions 
which were given to this clause in the act of April, 1814, 
in the actual discretion which was vested in the eXecue 
tives of several oi the states. 

2dly. Your committee ave now brought to inquire 
whether colonel Pipkin’s regimeut was ordered out for 
six months, and in conformity with the above eited au- 
thority? Lt appears, by the muster roils, that this regi- 
ment was regularly inspected, and mustered into ser- 
vice for six months, to wat; on the twenticth ef June, 
l#i4; and that, consequently, their term of service ex- 
pired on the morning of the twenticth of December, 
i8i4. Inthe absence of all other proof, these records 





proper to premise, that, on the 10th April, 1812, in ave to be consulered as the highest evideuce, not only of 
anticipation of the war about to take place, congress the fact, but of the leg | presumption, that the twuster 
assed an act, which will be found in the fourth vol. of and inspeetion were made with the requisite authority, 
aws ofthe United States, page 406, which authorzes — But itis a cireumstance of public and indisputable no- 
the president ‘‘to require the different executives of the toriety, and one which belongs to the history of the eoun- 
States, to organize their respective proportions of try, Chet col. Pipkin’. deacument was mustered into ser- 
100,000 militia, and to call into service the whole, or viee erpress/y for six months, by virtue of an order of 
u part of these quotas; which detachments were not com- governor Biount’s dated the 20thof May, 1814, a-terti- 
pelled to serve Jonger than six months, after they ar- fied copy of whieh, your committee have taken steps to 
rived at the place of rendezvous.” ‘This act was an en- procure, that it mar be placed on the tiles of this house, 
largement of the act of 1795, which restricted the ser- with the doeurments from the war department. 
vice of the militia, when called out by the authority of | This order recited that the draft was made in compli- 
the United States, to three months. ance “with the requisition of major general Pinckuey, 
The ace of the 10th of April, 1812, expired by itsown end in furtherance of the views of government, by a 
limitation on the L0th of April, 1814. On the ttth Janu- latitude given to him (gov. Blount) by the war depart- 
ary, 1814, whilst, however, this lew was in full ‘oree, the ment, in regard to calls for men to act against the 
then secretary of war, en, Armstrong, wrote the letter, Creeks.” ‘Tuis draft was ordered to rendezveus on the 
numbered 2 in the documents, to gov. Blount, which au- 20U) of June, 1814, at Fayetteville, Tennessee, and form- 
thorizes him ‘‘to supply, by militia drafts, or by volun- ed the identieal detachment of one thousand .men, who 
teers, any deficiency which may arise in the militia division weve afterwards placed under the command of col. Pip- 
under the command of major general Jackson, and wti- kin, and stationed in the summer and autamn of that year, 
out referring, on this lead, to this department;” and fur- | at the posts in the Creek country. And, by reference 
ther informs governor Blount, that ‘tit may be well that to gov. Blount’s letter of 19th October, 1814, (No. 11), 


Your exceliency consult gen. Pinckney on sach oecasions, | it will be seen that he specially reported this regiment of 


! 
as he can best judge of the whole number necessary to | Ouc thousand men, to the secretary of war, as in servic 
the attainment of the public objects.” fur siacmonths; from which fact, the inference is inseparta- 

This fetter in the opinion of your commitice, vested ble, that the president considered it as legally in service, 
plenary power in gov. Blount, until it was revoked, or it wasthe bounden duty of the secretary to have order- 
either by express orders or by peace, to ec] out such ed theirimmediate discharge: which, it no where appears 
militia drafts as,im his diseretion, he might think neecs- th the over did. If, therefore, any confirmation was want- 
sary ‘for the attainment of the publie objects, ? under the, ed for the original authority by which the draft was made 
existing laws. forsix months, your committee consider, that governor 

On the 18th of April, 1814, 4th vol. laws of the Unit-, Biount’s report, of the 19th October, and the implied 

cd States, page 703, see. 8,. congress enacted “that the | sanction of the president, imeontestibly furnish it. 
militia, when called into the service of the United 3diy. Whether the soldiers of col. Pipkin’s regi- 
States, by virtue of the before recited act, may, if, in the) ment, who were arraigned for certain crimes and offen- 
Opinion of the president o: the United States, the public ces before a court martial, which convened at Mobile, on 
“interest require it, be compelled to serve for a term not, the 5th of December, 1814, were legally tried, and whe- 
exceeding six months, afier their arrival at the place) ther the commanding general, approving of the pro- 
of rendezvous, in any one year, This law was to con-, ceedings of this court properly exercised the power and 
tinue in force during the war. | diseretion vested in him by law? 

After the passage of this act, it does not appear that | By reference to the proceedings of the court martial in 
the president revoked the power which he had given to! question, it will be seen, that two commissioned officers, 
governor Blount, by virtue of the letters of the seere-| and about 200 of the non-commissioned officers and pri- 
tarv of war, of the Lith, and Sist January, 1814, but h’| vates of colonel Pipkin’s regiment, were tried for the 
seems to have been willing from bis silence, coupled with | 10st serious offences which can be committed in the mi- 

; ; 


the notoerions fact ef gov. Dlount’s continuing to order! liiary service of the country. 
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That these offences, first, consisted in ‘exciting and 
causing mutiny;” secondly, in the commission of aa ac- 
tual mutiny, accompanied by circumstances of aggravat- 
ed robbery and spoliation of the public stores; and, 
thirdly, in the evime of desertion, 

Thetwo first of these offences, to wit: “exciting and 
causing a munity,” and actually committing mutiny, 
“by forcing the guard, and seizing the commissarics’ 
s ore house and stores, at Fort Jackson, were committed, 
the first, betore the 19th of September, 1814, and, se- 
cond, on the 19th of September, 1814; and before even 
three months’? service of this datachment had expired. 
That some of the mutineers were deluded into a belict 
that they were about to be wrongfully detamed in ser- 
viee, beyond the term for whieh they were legally draft- 
ed, your committee think not improbable; and Uiose who 
were thus likely to be deluded, the court recommended 








to the clemency of the commanding geveral, who, it ap- 
pears, pardoned thea; and that all the rest of the muti- 
neers and deserters were coademned to trivial punish- 
ments, neither affveting life nor limb, excepting six of 
the ringleaders, to wit: David Morrow, a sergeant in 
expt. Strother’s company, Jacob Webb, Joho tarris, 
Henry Lewis, David Hunt, and Edward Linsey, privates 
in col. Pipkin’s regiment, who were found guilty either 
of causing, or exciting a mutiny, before the 19th Septem- 
ber, 1814, or committing a mutiny, or deserting whilst on 
post, before the expiration of the 19th of Septeaiber, 
1814, and suffered death in consequence. 

By an examination of the trials of these six ringleaders, 
it will be seen, that they were prominent/y guill, cither 
ef *fexciting and causing a mutiny,” or of being the lead- 
ers of a mutiny; the first before, and the last on the 19th 
ot September, 1514; and that John Harris, to whose 
name such remarkable notoricty his been attached, was 
engaged some tine prior, ‘Sin causing and exe.ting a mu- 
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rors bcing their own officers, fellow-citizens, and proba- 
bly, neighbors, secured the presence of that sympathy 
which leads to the most merciful interpretation, (where 
‘tis just to apply it), of the conduct and motives of others. 

‘Phat general Jackson, commancing im chief, in Ahe 
military division, in which these events transpired, pro- 
perly exercised the power and diseretion vested in hun, 
by law, by approving the proceedings of this court, 
your cominitice, iikewise, pereeive no reason to doubt, 
It is true, that they were approved on the 22d of Janua- 
ry, fourteen days alter the victory of the 8th, by which 
the enemy had been repulsed from the Mississippi. 
Butthe general was, atthis time, ignorant of the pacifi- 
cation at Ghent; and moreover, must have been apprized 
that. a purt of the enemy had gone round, and had con- 
eentrated his forces in the neighborhood of Mobile, in 
that very vic nity where these outrageous acts of insubordi- 
nation, tautiny, and desertion, had taken place. That 
such acouventration of the enemy's forces was effected, 


‘is a fact beyond ail dispute,as, on the Lith of February, 


Fort Boyer was attacked and captu ed, 

The commanding general must, also, have known that 
it was on volurteer or mititia drafts the defence of the 
sonthern coast would rest; whilst the flagrant mutinies 
und desertions inthe campaign of 1813, of the militia 
draits of that vear, must have admonished him of the ne- 
cessity of striking a severe, yet salutary example in the 
minds of those who were liable to be misled. 

Althoush the clemency of the general was not invoked 
by the court, it istrue, he might have pardoned these 


'victims of their own erimes; but there are ocevasions 


when merey is bat another name for weakness; when 
evena severe and unalterable firmness in the discharge 


of our duty, is the most perfect justice we can render to 


tiny,” by caxcying even a muster roli of mutiny and de- | 


sertion throughout the camp, to procure the names of 
those who were Willing, and would pledge the.aselves to 
commit these crimes. 

To these facts your committee will now apply the law. 
The act of 1795, provid +s, ‘thatthe militia in the service o! 
the United States shall be governe + by the rules and ar- 
ticles of war.” By the 7ta article of the rules and arti- 
cles of war, ‘‘any officer or soldicr, who shall bevin, ex- 
cite, or join in any mutiny or sedition, in any treop or 
company inthe service of the United States, or in any 
party, post, detachment, or guard, shall suffer death, or 
such other punishments, as, by a court martial, shall be 
inflicted.”? By the Sth articie, a sinilar penalty is award- 
ed, where any offeer or soldier “does not use his utmost 
endeavors to suppress a mutiny, or, comiag to the know- 
ledge of an intended mutiny, docs not, without delay, 
give information thereof to his commanding ofcer.”°— 
Aud, by the 2uth article, the crime of desertion, is pun- 
bhable, “by death, or such other punishments, as, by sen- 
tence of a court martial, shall be nflicted.” 

These facts, and these principles, furnish a complete 
Vindication of the court, whose painful duty it was to 
condemn s:x of their fellow-citizens toa severe and igno- 
LMnious punishment. 

Bat if ali the reasoning of your committee was ab- 
surd and valueless, as to the fact, that these men were 
rightfully in service for six months, and it were even ad- 
mitted that they were drafted but tor three months, the 
proceedings of the court would stand without spot, blame, 
or legal impeachment. As the crimes for which these 
unfortunate luman beings suffered death, were com- 
mitted before three months of their term of service 
had expired: and by the 12th section of the act of the 
18th April, 1814, which was then in full force, and 
which provides, “that any commissioned officer, non- 
commissioned officer, musician, or private, of the militia 
of the United States, who shall have committed an of- 
fenee, while in actual service of the United States, may 
be tried and punished for the same, although his term of 
Service may have expired, in like manner as if he had 
been actually in the service of the United States,” it is, 
therefore, obvious that these men could be legally de- 
tuned for trial and punishment, even if they could hive 
been considered as in service but for three months. 

. q hat they had a fair and’ impartial trial, your commii- 
we see no reason to doubt, and the mere fuet of their ju- 
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our country. 

‘Phe ex ‘inples of this stern and enlightened justice, are 
seattcred throughout the pages of history, not for the 
abhorrence, but the respect of mankind; they are found, 
not only in the most instructive morals which the lessons 
of antiquity a'ford, but they illusirate the incomparable 
services of him, who was, and ever wall be venerated, as 
‘the father of our country.” 

fn conelusioa, your committee will barely remark, 
that, asthe acts of 1312 and 1814, expired, the one by 
its own linitation, and the other by the termination of 
the war, they sce nothing im the transaction, which it has 
been their duty to examine, from its origin to its close, 
which calls fur the legislative interterence of this house, 
in the shape of any amendment to the rules and articles 
of war, or to the existing laws governing the militia, 
whilst in the service of the United States, 

(‘The following are the documents transmitted to the 
house of representatives, by the seeretary of war, in 
answer to the resolution of the house of the 16th of 
January, 1825, on the subject of the court martial held 
at Mobile; which were, on the Ist of February, 1828, 
referred to the committee on military affairs, and or- 
dered to be printed; and on the tith February, ordered, 
when printed, to be appended to the report of the said 
committee thereon. ] 

Department of war, January 25, 1828, 

Sin: In obedience to the resolution of the house of 
representatives, of the 16th instant, directing the seere- 
tary of war to furnish that house “with a copy of the 
proceedings of a court martial which commenced its sit- 
tings at or near Mobile, on tie fitth day of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, for the trial of cer- 
tain Tennessee militiamen, together with a copy of all 
the orders for the organization of said court, as well as 
those subsequently issued in relation to its decisions. 
And, also, to furnish copies of all papers, letters and do- 
cumeuts, relating to said court martial; copies of all orders, 
general or special, made or issued by the president of the 
United States, or by the seeretary of war, concerning or 
relating to tue length of service of the detachment of the 
Tennessee militia detailed under the order of the govern- 
or of said state, issued on the twentieth day of May one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, and afterwards 
placed under the immediate command of lieut. colonel 
Philip Pipkin; also copies of such order, and of the mus- 
ter and pay rolls, of said militiamen, which may be on 
file in the department of war, 
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“And to furnish copies of any orders of the president 
or seeretary of war, by which, in the exercise of the dis- 
crection vested in the president by the 8th section of the 
act of the 18th April, 1814, the term of service of the 
Tennessee militia may have been extended beyond three 
months, also, copies of two letters from the secretary of 
war to governor Blount, dated the Lith and 31st Janua- 
ry, 1814. 


‘And, also, to furnish copies of any correspondence 
iu the war sagen between the president or secretary 
af war and the governor of ‘Tennessee, during the late 
war,on the subject ofthe time which the dratied militia 
of suid state should be required to serve in the armies of 
the United States, ” 

J communicate the enclosed documents. 

From the reports of the a:jutant general and the chief 
clerk of this department, no other document within the 
scope of the resolution, except those transmitted, can be 
found in this department. 1 have the honor to be, your 
obedient servant, JAMES BARBOUR. 
The hon. Andrew Stevenson, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 
















































Certificate of the chief clerk of the department of war. 
_ Department of war, January 24th, 182s. 

I certify that I have, by direction of the secretary of 
war, carefully examined the records of this department, 
and that the accompanying papers, numbered from 1 to 
12, aretrue copies of all the correspondence in the war 
department, between the president or seeretary of war 
and the governor of Tennessee, during the late war, on 
the subject of the time for which the drafted militia of 
said state should serve in the armies of the U.ited States, 
And If further certity that it does not appear, from the re- 
cords of this department, that any application was made 
by the governor of ‘Tennessec, to the war department, on 
the subject of the length of service of the detachment of 
the Tennessee militia detailed under the orders of the 

ernor of that state issued on the 20th day of May, 

814, and afterwards plaved under the command of lieut. 
col. Philip Pipkin; or that any orders, general or special, 
were made or issued by the president of the United 
States, or by the secretary of war, concerning or relating 
tp the length of service of that detachment. 

CHS. J. NOURSE, chief clerk. 
No. 6. 
Willie Blount to the secretary of war. 

4 Nashville, 10th Dec. 1813. 
Wi Syn: The force from this state, called into service to act 
' against the hostile Creeks, is composed, in part, of Unit- 
ed States’ volunteers, enrolled under the acts of con- 

ress; of the militia, detached under a requisition from 
the war department; and, in part, of volunteers, who, 
being best armed, turned out, upon the pressing emer- 

ney, to repel an approaching invasion of this state and 
the Mississippi territory. The first, named, think that 
their term of service expires, (as Ihave before advised 
rou), on this day. ‘The second, Lt understaud, are of opin- 
' ton, that their term of service will expire at the end of 
fj three months from their entrance into service; that time 
being considered, by the militia law of this state. passed 
prior to the act of congress under which the detachment 
was made, as a tour of duty. The third deseription, I 
have reascn to believe, consider that they ought, [not), 
to be expected to serve longer than a three months tour 
from their entrance into the service, if that long. When 
these troops were called into service, the term they were 
expected to serve was not mentioned in the instructions 
J received from the war department, or in the act of the 
general assembly of this state, under which a part of the 
force was called out; neither was it mentioned in my or- 
,; der calling them out—I not having been advised of the 
most acceptable term to the government, and knowing 
no other limitation to their service than such as was pro- 
vided for by acts of congress, unless sooner discharged 

by order of the president. 
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I believe the principal reason why those troops, in part, 
feel a desire to be discharged on the 10th instant, is, that 
the volunteers think that they should not be compelled 
to serve longer than one year from the time they were 
called into service, as they have held themselves ready to 
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act at the call of government since the 10th December, 
1812. This has occasioned much uneasiness and embar- 
rassment at camp. The balance probably, are influenced 
by theirrecollection of atour of duty under the provisions 
of the militia law of this state, and by their want of cloth- 
ing, &e. for a longer term of service; and another argu- 
ment may be, that the circumstances under which the 

were called, (to repel an approaching invasion, in part), 
did not admit of delay in their making the necessary pre- 
paration for atour of six months, as the act of congress 
respecting detached militia requires, unless sooner dis- 
charged by order of the president; in other words, they 
had not time to prepare. ‘Their promptitude promoted 
the service: their prompt attention tothe call of govern- 
ment, and the important services they have rendered in 
the field, during the short term they have been in service, 
teaches the belief, that they cannot be actuated, in their 
willingness to return, for any other reasons than the 
above mentioned. ‘These facts and opinions are stated for 





ithe information of government, with whom alone it rests 
{to determine how long they shall serve, to order their 
discharge; and likewise to order, in the event of their 
|discharge, how their places are to be supplied. It is 
| presumed that the object of the campaign is not yet effect- 
‘ed, and it may not be for some time to come, with best 
exertions. 

Under these cireumstances, and from a desire, felt 
|here, to promote the good of the service, it would be ac- 
|ceptable to men in service to be informed how long they 
are expected to serve, and, if they are to be discharged, 
| by whose order, and huw their places are to be supplied. 
‘Informat.on on these points is respecttully solicited, be- 
| lieving that the good of the service, and the situation of 

this frontier, require it. Tam requested to make these 
inquires. [have the honor, &. WILLIE BLOUNT 
| The hon. secretary of war. 


No. 7. 
Governor Blount to the secretary of war. 
Nashville, Dec. 24, 1815. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose to you the copy of « 
letter from major general John Cocke, in service, to me, 
dated 27th Novernber, with its enclosure, just received, 
by mail. It affords an additional proof of the gallant 
conduct of our troops. 
| Also, the copy of a letter written by me, to col. Wm. 
| Carroll, of tie 7th instant, the better to promote the 
public service. General Jackson had just informed me, 
that the United States’ volunteer infantry, then with him, 
‘believing that their term of service would expire on the 
| 10th instant, expected to be, and insisted on being, dis- 
\charged on that day; and, if discharged then, or if they 
left camp, it would weaken his foree ten or twelve hun- 
dred, and that he, the better to promote the service, had 
‘thought it advisable and necessary, to send in col. Car- 
/roll tor an equal number of men, to supply their places. 
{ was not authorised, by any instructions received fram 
\the war department, or otherwise, to order the aid re- 
quired; but, knowing the necessity, if these volunteers 
should be discharged, or leave camp, at that time, for the 
general’s having their places supplied, I wrote that letter 
to col. Carroll, who has since informed me, that he should, 
in afew days, assemble and march about seven or eight 
hundred volunteers to the general’s relief. [ trust, sir, 
that this course, taken witha view to promote the good ot 
the service, will meet the approbation of government; and 
that those men will be received into the service, and that 
compensation will be made them for their services. Many 
highly respectable men among them have enrolled them- 
selves as privates——all are entitled to credit for their pa- 
triotism. The commanding officers of companies pro- 
bably told their men that they would be paid. Also, the 
copy of a letter from me to major general Jackson, of 
the 22d instant, in answer to his just then received. He 
informed me that the United States’ volunteer infantry 
were on their way, from his camp, to this plaze, to be 
dismissed or discharged by me, if 1 was authorized to do 
so, or to await the order of government therefor—as he 
was not authorized to discharge them. He thought It 
most advisable, for public good, to take that course, aS 
| they insisted that they had served their tour. He ac- 
| knowledges that their services have been important; that 
| he feels a lively interest in their welfare, and hopese tm 
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der all circumstances, that it may comport with the views 
of gevernment to order their discharge in a manner hono- 
rable to the volunteers. My letter to you of the 10th inst. 
and one of prior date, will make Known to you their 
round of expectation for their discharge; and, although I 
feel great delicacy in offering an opinion to you, sir, on a 
subject, I am aware, I have no right to express an opinion 
on—not being authorized to interfere with the troops in 
the service of the United States, or with what relates to 
their term of service or discharge-—yet, my respect for 
those volunteers, for their services, and my belief that they 
honestly considered themselves entitled to an honorable 
discharge, from their impression that they had served as 
jong as they were bound to serve, and a belief that such 
a step would promote the good of the service, | am in- 
duced respectiully to say, that L hope that government, 
who alone have the power, will order them to be hono- 
rably discharged, and compensated for their services, 
| which have been acknowledged to be important, not being 
myself authorized to discharge them, as you know. | 
cannot do it. The general, from a sense of his duty as 
an officer, used his exertions to induce the volunteers to 
remain in service until the will of government should be 
known as to their term of service. 

General Jackson aiso informs me, that, as the militia 
and volunteers who were ordered out under his and gen. 
Cocke’s command, upon the present campaign, are in- 
pressed with a belief that they should not be required or 
expected to serve longer than three months from their 
entrance into service, many of whoin, having served that 
long, having goue home, he fears that his force will be, 
ina few days, reduced to a very small number, with 
whom, however, he proposes to stay at fort Strother, or 
Coosa, until reinforced by drafted men from this state, 
which draft there is no instructions from the proper au- 
thority to cause to be made; hence | wrote him tie let- 
ter now enclosed, of the 22d instant. 


-T further understand that the term of service of the 


Georgia troops, and of the volunteers commanded by gen. 
Claiborne below, is expected shortly to expire. f pre- 
sume that the objects of the campaign are not yet accom- 
plished, and that owing to the short time the »resent force 
has to serve, that these objects cannot be effected by them. 
I beg leave very respecttully to say, that the present as- 
pect of affairs, in this section of the union, teaches the be- 
lief, that government should keep up an imposing force 
in this quarter. Arms, camp equipage, &c. Ke. neves- 
sary for the supply of the militia ~vho may be called into 
serviee from this quarter, is much wanted. Such troops 
as general Flournoy may call for, [ fear, could not well 
march without such supplies being afforded by govern- 
ment, in anv reasonable time, so as to act with effect.— 
Those militia who were in service, under generals Jack- 















requisitions as general Flournoy might make, you will dis- 
over by the foregoing information, given me by general 


periormed their tour of duty. General Flournoy has 
iot yet made a requisition. [I have the honor to be, very 
espectfully, your obedient servant, 
{ WILLIE, BLOUNT. 
Yin, John Armstrong, secretary of war. 

iMaclosed in a letter to the secretary of war, of 2ith De- 

cember, 1813. } 
Governor Blount io general A. Jackson. 
Nashville, 22, Dec. 1815. 

Dear Sin: Since writing you fully of this date, | have 
‘eoeived, by major David Smith, your very interesting 
etter, replete with patriotic sentiments, dated the 15th 
ustant. You will see, by my letter of the 10th, to the 
eeretary of war, how I am placed with respect to in- 
tructions, which, as it relates to the good of the service, 
nd a most righteous cause, in suppert of which you are 
host laudably and zealously engaged, I much regret. 
1€ unfortunate construction given by the troops, so ge- 
erally, respecting their term of service, at this very in- 
vesting crisis in public affairs, in this section of the union, 
‘ to be amented; but, since it is the most general, and 
iKely to become almost the universal, construction in 


“ay ; and since their is no authority vested here, that 


th the prospect of eflecting 


son and Cocke, on whom government relied to fill such | 


Jackson, consider that they have, and shortly will have, | 


, the service, or to the cause you are engaged in; and as it 
| is likely that my letter of the LOth instant will produce 
| new orders for a term of service yet to commence, 
which, under all excumstances, would be most judicious 
iin government to give, the better to effect the objects of 
the calupaign, move especially as there is reason to be- 
lieve that a British fleet has arrived at Pensacola; I cane 
not doubt but that the government will shortly give new 
instructions to have a new force organized, to effect the 
objects of the campaign, and to oppose the British; and 
that the president will be satisfied to consider that the 
three months’ tour performed by your and by general 
Cocke’s detachments, with so much good to the service, 
and wil so imuch credit to yourselves, may terminate 
the present campaign. lL can think of no better plan to 
pursue, so as to keep up the spirits of all; for, when once 
militia, or any other troops, take it into their heads that 
they have served their tour of duty, it is next to impossi- 
ble to convinee them that to serve longer would be either 
just or laudable; and to attempt to keep up a force by 
voluntary enrolment, without the authority government, 
/would, asf tear, be a vain attempt, notwithstanding it 
would be highly laudable, at this time, if it were practi- 
cable: patching up an army that way, would effect no 
permanent good. Iam not at liberty, as an executive of- 
ticer, to advise you who hold a command in the serviee of 
the United States. Lam incapable of willingly saying or 
doing any thing to injure the service, or that would injuri- 
ously affect the reputation of deserving men, or the stand- 
ing of an able and patriotic hero and general; but, as 4 
'triend to my government, most ardently desirous that 
| every step taken in this quarter may promote the good of 
‘the service, and the standing of those who deserve well 
|ot their country, {do not see what important good can 
grow out of yeur continuing at an advanced post, in an 
/enemy’s country, with ahaudful of brave men. Would 
it not, under all cireumstauces, be most likely to be at- 








tended with good consequences for you to return to the 
frontier of Tennessee, aud, with your patriotic force, de- 
fend our frontier, where provision can be more readil 
aiforded on better termis to government, bringing with 
you your baggage and supplies; and there, on the fron 
tier, await the order of government, or until I can be au- 
thorized to reinforee you, or to call outa new foree? At 
this time, Lreally donot feel authorized to order a draft, 
orl would, with the greatest ot all pleasure I could feel, 
do it. Were f to attempt it in an unauthorized way, it 
would injure, as I think, the public service, which 1 would 
rather die than to do. I could not positively assure the 
men that they would be paid. 

I send you a copy of the president’s message, and am 
/ grated to see the handsome terms he uses m speaking 
/of your and of general Coffee’s battles. He seems to 
(mean something about Pensacola, and, to effect his ob- 
| ject best, anew force should certainly be organized. Mae 
(ny who are now, and have been, in the campaign, would 
vo again on that business, if they are pleased with the 
| president’s decision respecting their term of service, an- 
_derthe late orders. I shail, trom what L have said about 
|the propriety of your return to the Tennessee frontier, 
fecl bound to send a copy of this to the war department, 
for th. information of government, and by way of apoloe 
gy for offering such an opinion to an officer in the service 
of the United States. 

Lam, with the highest respect and most sincere regard, 
your friend, WILLIE BLOUNT. 
| Major gen. Andrew Jackson, 
United States’ service, Creek nation. 


No. 1. 
The secretary of war to governor Blount. 
War department, Jan. 3, i814. 
| Srp: Your excellency’s letter, of the 10th ultimo, has 
_ been received. 

It is thought most advisable, under all cireumstances, 
that the construction given to their engagements, by the 
organized volunteers of 1812, be admitted. In no other 
case, however, have volunteers of the same description 
retused to make good three hundred and sixty-five days? 
actual service, 





— 





. © interposed, to give a counter current of opinion, | ou 
any permanent good to! three months. 


The militia may be considered as having been called 
t under the law of 1795, which limits the service to 
The president is the more disposptl to 
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make this decision, as the state law provides that a 
riod of three months shall be deemed a tour of duty, and 
as the spirit and patriotism of Tennessee leaves nv doubt 
but that a succession of corps, competent to the objects of 
government, will be regularly provided. 

Your excellency, has been informed that Mr. M‘Giiex 
the contractor, was supplied with funds to meet the re- 
quisitions for provisions, and his receipt tor money, which 
you furnished for his accommodation, is herewith re- 
turned. It was distinctly stated by him, that y cur excel- 
Tency would be paid out of the advance which he re- 
ceived while at this place. J. ARMSTRONG. 

Gov. Blount, of Tennessee. 


No. 8. 





Governor Blount to the secretary of war. 
Nashvilie, Janwiry 5, 1§14. 
and sanction, the copy of my order of the 3d instant, for | 
calling out 2,500 men from the 2d division of Tennessee | 
militia, to reinforce major general A. Jackson, acting un- | 
der command of major general Thomas Piackney, against 
the hostile Creeks: Vhe troops heretofore ordered out | 
from this state on that expedition, having perforiacd a 
three mouths’ tour, and thereby having, in their opinion, | 
done their duty, (and there being here no instructions to 
the contrary), having mostly returned to their homes, is 


a reason Why my order was given, and from a sense o} | 


daty arising from my belief of the actual necessity of 
keeping up an imposing force in this quarter for the safety 
of this frontier, and to meet the just expectations ot go- 
vernment in relation to an effective force being in the | 
field to effeet the objects of the eampaign ordered against | 
the Creeks. ‘The tour of duty mentioned, is most con: | 
genial to the feelings and expectations of militia; hence, | 
the better to promote the good of the service, that tern | 
was mentioned, together with the hope that, in that tine, | 
the campaign would be over. ‘The idea of a longer term | 
to militia, who I believe are all alive toa sense of duty, 
and anxious for a vigorous and effectual prosecution of | 
the campaign toa final accomplishment of the objects 
of government, is disgusting; and, if required of them to 
perform a lovger tour, thew disappointment might lead 
to geart evils, which it is very desirable to avoid. I eu- 
tertain a hope tiat those troops who have beeu in service, 
and the few that now remain in service, will be, by the 
order of the president, honorably discharged, and eom- 
pensated for their services, which have been very impori- | 
unt. The duty they had to perform, in part to open 
roads, and to build garrisons, was very arduous and fa- | 
tiguing. | 

General Jackson informed me, some time since, that | 
he had ordered gen. Cocke to return to tie first division | 
of militia of this state, and fill up his quota, and to bring | 
them into the field, without delay. [have heard that gen. | 
Cocke has issued his orders for 2,500 men; and, on the | 
3d inst. I wrote hiin the letter, a copy of which is enclos- | 
ed, which T hope and trust will meet your approbation, 
us the best course I could, under all circumstances, take 
to promote the good of the service. 

My want of more distinct and timely instructions from _ 
government, of their views, &c. in relation to p.ans of | 
operation in this quarter, leaves me so much to conjec- | 
ture, und is very embarrassing. My certain knowledge, | 
however, that, in all 1 do, 1 am actuated by the single! 
desire to promote the objects of the government, and the | 
better to secure this frontier, emboldens me to hope that | 
my conduct may meet with the approbation of the pre- | 
sident, and that the objects of government, and the sceu- | 


rity of this frontrier, may be effeeted in an acceptadie man- | 


ner, and fur the general good. The want of active funds 


to effect the above objects, on the best terms, is sensibly | 
There is also a great want of arms, in pro-| 


felt here. 
portion to the militia who would, if supplied, be very 
willing to use them in execution of the orders of govern- 
ment. I indulge the hope, that these causes of embar- 
rassment will shortly be removed, through your able ar- 


rangements. I feel confident that the proper zeal is ani- 


to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIE BLOUNT. 
The hon. John armstrong, secretary of war. 


; ment, and also acopy to me. 
, called out from the 2d division will be for three monthy 


' laws of the state, to be organized corps. 


| 
| 


versally felt throughout this state, to aid the government | 
in prosecuting their important objects. I have the honer | 
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Governor Blount iv general Cocke. 
Nashville, Januury 3d, 1814, 

Str: f am informed ky major gencra! Jackson, that he 
has, some time since, ordered that you should return ty 
the Ist division, aud fill up your quota of men LT have 
also incidently heard, that you had issued the necessary 
oricrs therefor, some days ago. General Jackson 1. 
quested me to inform you whether his order relative 
thereto met my approbation: It does, most fully. tis 
important to the public interests that you should use 
greatest exertions in getting men into the field. Lad | 
Known, prior to the issuance of vour orders, I would 
have issued one, on which yours could have been preii. 
cated; but not kaowing your orders, were I now to issue, 
it might probably vary somewhat from yours, and there. 


fe, # | by might ercate contusion in the prompt execution, which 
Stir: I have the honor to trans.uit, for your information | 


would be vegretted; thereior , 1 omit to forward aii order 
to you, but, relying conlideutly on what you may do 


| promoting the service, Lapprobate your proceeding. Gj 


Vision, 2,500 men, to reinforce general Jackson, a copy 
of which I shall Wausmit to the war department. You 


this date 1 have issued an order for raising, in the 2d ¢ 


_ will forward a copy of your orders to the same depart 


The tour of the militia 
actual service, Lin tne opinion of the president, publi 
good snoeuld require such term of service. Lam respec 
fully, your ob’t. servi, WILLIE BLOUNT. 
Major Join Cocke, 1st division Tenn. militia. 


org? 
pel. 


(Enclosed inletterto seerciary of war, 5th Jan. 1814, 


| Governor Blount to ihe eidest brigadier feneral of th 


© 


2d division of Tennessee militia. 
Nusiville, Sd January, 1814. 
Srr: You will, without delay, cause two thousand jive 


| hundred of the rmaiilitia of the 2d division, officers included, 


’ 


next for duty, to be detached, organized, armed, ani 


| equipped, as the act of congress respecting detached mi 


litia, passed the LUti day of April, i812, requires, fora 


, tour of three months’ actual service of the Uniied Siates, 


against the hostile Creek Indians, to commence from the 
time of their arrival atthe place of rendezvous, if, in the 
opinion of the president of the United States, public goul 
should require such length of service 

The detachment will be composed of the organized ni- 
litia infantry, volunteer ritemen, and volunteer cavairy, 
who may act as mounted infantry, as recognized by th 
Aud they will 


| be, as nearly as may be found to be practicable, detached, 


&e. in the following propovriions of each, to wit: one-tenth 
volunteer militia rilemen, oue-twentieth volunteer milits 
cavalry, and the residue soilitia infantyy, which propor 
tion is agreeable to the requisition trom the war depart 
ment respecting detached militia, ‘They will be put uv 
der the proper @ificers vext for duty; they will be requir 
ed to rendezvous in the vicinity oi Fayetteville, on the 
28th instant, and will be marched therefrom, under the 
command of a brigadier general, next for duty, to rei 


| force major general Jackson, now in service, under tlt 


command of major general Thomas Piuekney, who li 
recently advised me ot his expectation of force from thi 
state, and that he had ordered the contractor to furns 
three months’ supplies of provisions at the proper place 
of deposite. 

You will give the necessary notice to colonel Ko 
bert Hays, muster master or inspector, to W. B. Lew’ 
acting deputy quartermaster, to Messrs. Read and 
Washington, contractors’ agents at this place, and cold 
nel Le Roy Pope, of Huntsville, contractor’s agent there 
for the necessary supplies. 

Indispensable necessity for immediate forces im th 
field, and the good and safety of our frontier, requ! 
that an imposing force should be kept up in this quartet 
and that the most prompt execution of this order shoull 
be observed. ‘lhe patriotic exertions of the militia, 
of all other citizens are most confidently relied on to" 
the publie service. ‘TTennesseeans have done much b 
their valor, but much remains to be done to effect 
objects of government in this campaign, in a desirab! 
manner; and as is contemplated by the general gover 
ment for the general good, and for the immediate 
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special benefit of this state. Let it be the pleasure of | 
‘Tennesseeans, as it ever has bech, to aid in an accom- 
plishment of the views of the government of our choice, 
which is found to be actively engaged in serving and pro- 
tecting us against the rude attacks of savages, who have, 
heretofore, drenched our frontier with the blood of inno- 
eent women and children. Now is the accepted tme; 
act all, act promptly and vigorously: such conduct will 
goon put an end to the campaign against the enemies of 
our peace, and will secure to ‘Tennesseeans the impor- 
tant benefits which they have for years sought, with the 
best efforts of government in their favor, in time of peace; 
aud, above all, they should afford to the world an addi- 
tional unequivocal evidence of their attachment to our 
government. ‘This the president most coniidently relies 
vu. Lam, respectfully, your ob’t ser’vt, 
WILLIE BLOUNT. 

To the brigadir general, eldest in commission, 2d di- 

vision Lenn. militia, in the absence of the major gen. 
No. 2. 
The secretary of war to governor Blount. 
War department, Jan, 11, 1814. 
Sir: You are authorised to supply, by militia drafts, or 








ae _ o-7-te_- + 





No. 4. 
The secretary of war to governor Blount. 
War departinent, April 15, 1814. 

Sin: Your excelleney’s lettcr, of March 231, has been 
received, The president is pleased to authorise your 
excellency to discharge from the service of the United 
States, the militia alluded to, it they have not been al- 
ready discharged by general Pinckney. 


My letter of the 3d of January last was intended to ope- 
rate as an iustruction on this subject; it contained the de- 
cision of the president in the ease, and was addressed to 
your excellency as the functionary having the best meaus. 
of making it kuown to the parties concerned. 

J. ARMSTRONG, 

Ilis excellency the governor of ‘Tennessee. 


No. 5. 
The secretary of war to governor Blount. 
(CIRCULAR. ) 
War department, July 4, 1884. 
Sir: The late pacification in iJarope offers to the ene- 
my a large disposable force, both naval and military, anc’, 
with it, the means of giving to the war here a character of 





by volunteers, any deficiency which may arise in the mi- 
litia division under the command of inajor general Jacke 
son, and without referring, on this head, to this depart- 
ment. Itmay be well that your excellency should con- 
sult general Pinckney on such oecasions, as he ean best 


judge of the whoie uuimber necessary to the attainment of 


the public objects. I have the honor, &e. 

i 3 ' “rr > . 
J. ARMSTRONG. 

His exe’y the governor of Tennessee. 


No. 3. 


Phe secretary of war to governor Blount. 








new and increased activity and extent. 


Without knowing with certainty, that such will be its 
application, and, still less, that any particular oint or 
poiuts will become objects of attack, the president has 
‘deemed it advisable, as a measure of precaution, to 
strengthen ourselves on the line of the Atlantic; and, (as 
the principal means of doing this will be found in the 
wilitia), to invite the executives of certain states to orga- 
nize, aud hold in readiness for immediate service, a corps 
of nivety-three thousand five hundred men, under the 
| laws of 25th of February, 1795, and 18th of April, 1814. 








‘ 
Var department, Jan. 31, 1814. | 
Ihave had the honor to receive your excellency’s let- | 
ter of the 5th mstant. | 
My letter of the tith, will have anticipated your inquie | 
ries relative to further detachments of militia. | 
The attention of the paymaster of the army will be par- | 
ticularly directed to the payment of the troops who have | 
been in service trom ‘Tennessee. 
J. ARMSTRONG, | 
lis exe’y the goveruor of Tennessee | 
on 
No 9. 
Governor Blount to the secretary of war. 
Nashville, March 25, 1814. | 
Sin: Yours of the 3d of January has been received some | 
time since, and copies of it forwarded generals Pinekuey, | 
Jackson and biall, for their information of your willing- | 
ness that the troops thereia alluded to might be discharg- 
ed; and 1, (not bemg a military man), have asked of ge- 
erals Pinckney and Jackson, in respectfal terms, whether 
it is not proper, (as It do net know), for one of tiem to or- 
der that those troops be discharged? Lhave not heard 
from either Inveply us yet. L have seen in a Nashville | 
paper, very lateiy, the publication of an extract from a! 
letier, written some time ago by Me. G. W. Canapbell 
10 some friend, which states that the secretary of warhad } 
informed his that he, the seeretary of war, had instructed | 
the governor of Lennessee to discharge those Troeps, al- 
luded to im yours of the 3d January. L have only to re- | 


mark, that such order for their discharge has not been! 


ee 





received by me, and that 1 do not view your letter of the | 
3d January as an instruction to me to discharge then, 
having thought that you would direct your order for 
their discharge either to gen. Pinckney orto gen. Jackson, 
and perhaps most properly to the latter, as best know ing 


the terms of service performed by the different corps | 


which have, under all circumstances, from time to time, 
fone out under his command. It has appeared to me 
that a state executive hus nota tight, short of positive 
instructions from the war department, to order the dis- 
charge of Lroops acting in the service of the United States. 
i have noticed, in the papers, that the governor of Ver- 
mont once ordered the discharge of militia in the service 
of the United States, and that his order was not attended 
to. I have the honor to be, very respectiully, your ob’t. 
servant, WILLIE BLOUNT. 


The hon. John Armstrong, secretary of war. 


r acceptable, 


The enclosed ‘ietail will show your excelleney what, 


under this requisition, will be the quota of Tennessee. 


As fur as volunteer uniform companies can be found, 


they will be preterred. 


‘Phe expediency of guarding, (as well in the designi- 


tions of the militia, as of Uneir places of rendezvous), the 


points, the importance or exposure of which wilk be most 
likely to attract the views of the enemy, need but be sug- 


| oe »! 
gestea. 


A report of the organization of your quota, when com- 


' pleted, und of its place or places of rendezvous, will be 


1 have the honor, &e. 


J. ARMSTRONG. 
Memorandum. The quota assigned to Tennessee was 
2,500 infantry, forming two vregimeats and one battalion; 
tou ve commanded by a brigadier general, with one assist- 


‘aut deputy quartermaster general, aud one assistant ad« 


jutant general, as his stall. 
His excelicney tie guvernor of Tennessee. 


No. 10. 
Gov. Blount to the secretary of war. 
Nashville, 4h August, 1814. 
Sia: Orders are issued by the executive of Tennessee for 
cailius out two thousand five hundred of the militia of the 
slate, agreeabl¢ to a requisition from the war department, 
of the 4th of July last. ‘They are required to rendez- 
vous on the 20th September. After rendezvous and or- 


| ganization, L respectfully ask, whether they will be con- 
| tinued at rendezvous, or be ordered to march; and, if the 


I have, &e. 


WILLIE BLOUNT. 


latter, to what point or points? 


} 
| The hon. secretary of war, &c. 


No. 11. 
Gov. Blount to the secretary. of war.—Extract. 
Nashville, 19th October, 1814. 
Sin: L have, also, the honor to transmit to you copies 
of an address of September 12th, 1814, from col. But- 
ler, general Jaekson’s adjutant general, to Tennesseeans 
to volunteer their services under general Coffee, and 
general Coffee’s letter to me, of subsequent date, to wit: 
October 4th, shewing the number who have actually 
marched with him to general Jackson’s head quarters; 
upou your receipt of which information, probably, vou 
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may be of opinion, that it may be unnecessary, now, to] The files of this office furnish no other general or sSpe- 
order out even the 2,500 militia, required by your requi-| cial order, or letter, touching this subject, or, relating to 
sition of the 25th September, which nnmber will, how-| the length of service, of Tennessee militia. I am, sir 
ever, be called out by me under that requisition, as soon | very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
as [hearfrom governor Shelby on the snbject of yours ; kde: R. JONES, adj’t. gen’!. 
to him, and to me, of the 3d instant, unless I shall be 

otherwise instructed by you. This is mentioned with, 
the view of giving to you all the information, possessed Mobile, 5th December, 1814. 
here, of troops in service, from this state, (as von have Proceedings of the general court martial, held at Mo- 
lately come into the war department), and, in addition to} bile, by virtue of the following orders. 

the abovementioned, there is, in serviee, from this stete | Adjutant ceneral’s office, 

1,000 men at the posts in the Creek country, Thev | "November 2ist, 1814. 

were called ont for six months, end have near'y three. TPad quarters, 7th military district. 
months yet to serve; but, independent of them, there is! Alfter general orders. 

now 2,500 militia of this state, in serviec, under a requi-| A general-court martial, to consist of five members, 
sition from the war deportment of the 4th July, which, | and two supernumeraries, will convene at Mobile, at such 
with those under gen. Coffer, abovementioned, niake up- | time as lieut. eolone! Arbuckle shall direct, for the trian! 
wards of 5,000 men, who have just entere:! serviee,| of sueh militia prisoners as may be brought before it. 
Phis number is a major general’s commane, and 2 valua-| Colonel P. Per'sins is hereby appointed president of the 
ble officer of that rank, not in service, generat Carrol!,| court, and lientenant W. L. Robeson, of the 3d regiment. 
of the 2d division of Vennessee mil:tia, now here, and | of infantry, will act as judge advocate. Colonel Pipkin, 
awho would be of grent use to general Jackson, whose | of the Ist. regiment W. TL. militia, will detail the mem- 
confidence he possesses, is anxious to enter that serviee,|; bers, trom the state troops at and near fort Montgome- 
and would, it it meets your apnrobation, start, at a mo-)| ry; order on all the witnesses necessary for the trial of 











T 9 the secretary of war. 




























ment’s warning, to general Jackson’s head quarters, to 

take command under him. Your orders will be xttend- 

ed. Ihave, &c. WILLIE BLOUNT. 
Fhe hon. seeretary of wor, Efe. 


No, 12, 
Gov. Blount to the secretary of war. —Uixtrest. | 
Nasiville, Now. 22,1814. | 
Sm: I transmit to you comies of letters from col. 
Meigsto me of the 4th inst. andi my answer to him of the 


14th, respecting keeping up the garrison at flighwas-| 















































und that you will order that thase who have served, and 
those who may hereatter serve, at that post, shal! be paid 
for their serviees. 


WILLES BI 

The hon. secretary of war, Cc. 

Gov. Blount to col. Meigs.—Uxtract. 
Nashville, Nov. 14, 1814. 

Srm: As the same necessity now exists for keep- 
ing the garrison at Highwassee guarded by militia, as 
formerly, I wish a force equalto that heretofore kept 
there for that object, to be kept up, and to be taken 
from the neighboring militia, to be called into serviee in 
future, and mustered as heretofore, under your requisi- 
tion, which you are hereby authorized to make, to be 
made upon gen. Coulter, or in his absence, the command- 
ing officer of the 8th brigade, requiring him to advise 
the acting comman(ing officer of the Ist division, (who 
at present is general White, the senior brigadier), of all 
the orders he may issne under your requisitions; stating 
what regiment or regiments in said brigade he ealls on to | 
fill it; and it will be best to eal! on the regiments of sxid | 





brigade, alternately, for the full complement ot men to 
fill each requisition. The term of service to be tor six 
months, unless sooner discharged by order of the presi- | 
dent. Such term of services will be in unison with all] 
other calls on tie militia fon United States’ service, | 
and of course when such tour is performed, will entitle | 
those who may have served, to a credit for a tour of duty; | 
which would prevent much contusion among the militia | 
on the subject of tours of duty; and you will please give 
to gen. Coulter a copy of this letter, and request him to | 
consider it as my order to him, to the full intent stated 


therein. Tam, Ke. WILLIE BLOUNT. | 
Col. Weies, Hizhwassee rarvison. 
ans 

REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL. 
Adjutant seneral’s office. 

Washington, Jan. 24, 1328. 

Srn: Agreeably to your instructions, I respecttully sub- | 
mita copy of the proceedings of the general court mar- | 


tial, which convened at Mobile on the 5th of December, 
» 1814, and of which lieut. colonel Perkins, of militia, 
‘was president; a copy of the orders for the organization | 
@ of the eourt; also, acopy of the orders subsequently is- 
sved in relation to its decisions 


see by militia, which L trust will meet your approbation, | 


} 
Ihave, &e. 
as bb LO U N 1x" } 


, the prisoners of his regiment at this place: also, furnish 

| specifie charges against them; and, lastly, will notify Lieut. 

| cotonel Arbuckle of the probable time they will reach 

| this point, toenab!e him to regulate the hovr of sitting. 

. By command, ROG. BUTLER, adj’t. renera’. 
OPDERS, 

The general court martial, of whieh eol. Perkins hes 
been appointed president, will convene at eleven o’clock 
on the Sth inst. at such quarters as the assistant deputy 
quarter-master general may assign for that purpose. 

M. ARBUCKLE; 

Tieutenant col. commanding. 
The court met, pursnant to the preceding orcer. 
Present: 

Lient. eslonel P. Perkins, President. 
Major Wm. ©. Smart, ) 
Captain James Blackmore, 
Captain Wm. MeKay, 
Lieut. James Boyd, 
Lieut. Daniel Mitchell, Cahora ga 
Ensign ‘Tos. H. Williams, § each stearate 

‘The court having been regularly constituted, and no 
persons appearing before them for trial, adjoarned until 
to-morrow, 10 o’cloek. 

The court met, pursuant to adjournment. Present, 
the president and members; ane, having been qualified, 
in presence of the aceused, who being previously asked 
if they had any objeeticn to any of the members, and have 
ing answered in the negative, proceeded to the trial of 
captain Jolin Strother, ist reriment W. T. militia, ar- 
raigned on the following charges and specifications: 

CHARGE | st—E-reiting to mutiny. 

Specification: in this, that,onthe mareh between fort 
Denosite and fort Jackson, between the 4thot July and 
Sist of the same, he stated, in presence of some of the 
troops, there was no law to compel them to serve longe 
er than three months; and unless he was shown a better 
law thon he had seen, he would march his company home 
at the end of that time. 

Cuancre 2d.—Conniving at mutinze. 

Specification: In this, suffering those under his eom- 
mand to go unreported to the commanding officer, con- 


pet fembers. 
| 


| trary to the rules and articles of war, in such cace made 


and provided; and in using words tending to lead mento 


| the actof mutiny; stating, that, if he was the lieutenants 


he would march the company under his command home, 
on the 20th September, 1814. 
Crarce 3d.—DDisobedience of orders. 

Specifications In this: not complying with the regi- 
mental order, bearmg date the 25d August, 1814, which 
reqnired the officers of all grades, and privates, to use 
their best endeavor to suppress any mutiny, or intendes 
mutiny, under the pains and penaltics of a violation of 
the law of the United States. 

To which charges and specifications, he plead not 
enilty. 

Lieut. Thoma: Horne, a witness in behalf of the pro- 
seeution, bemg sworn, states: That the aceused observed 


‘to hun, but afew days before the nutiny broke out at fort 
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Jackson, that he would be angry enough to shoot any of 

his men who would pretend to go home previous to the 

of December, and had previously directed his men 

to discard the idea of going home, until he went, which 
would be at the expiration of six months. 

Question by the proseentor. At what time did yon 

frst here capt. Strother dissuade his men from going 


home? ; as bie 
Answer. I disremember: but I believe it was in Sep- 


tember. 

Ensign Thomas Simpson, a witness in-behalf of the 
rosecution, being sworn, states: That he frequently 
aber that capt. Strother should have said, that. ifhe was 
a lieutenant or ensign, he would march the men home; 
upon which, he applied to him to know whether or not 
he had used such an expression; when the captain in- 
formed him that he had not, and advised him to stay 
and do his duty until he, the captain, would go, which 
would be at the expiration of six months. And, at another 
time, he heard the captain tell some of his men, that, if) 
they went, it would be at the risk of their lives, being 
shot, and, perhaps, have cause to regret such an act as 
long a8 they lived. 

uestion by the court. Did you ever hear captain 

Strother use any threats towards the men who were 
talking about going home; say that he would pnt them 
under guard, or report them to the commanding officer? 

Answer. I donot know that I did, further than stated 
heretofore. 





—$———— 





Question by the prosecutor. How many days before 
the men actually went off, did you hear this inquiry of| 
captain Strother. 

Answer. I do nutrecollect the precise time, but be-| 
lieve it to have been six or eight days previous. 

John §. Smith, (fife major), a witness in behalf of the| 





any language used hy the captain to his men, but to con- | 


tinue in service until the expiration of their six months: | 


and that it was highly improper to be breaking off; and 


prosecution, being sworn, states: That he formely be- 
longed to capt Smith’s, and was attached to eaptain 
Strother’s company at fort Williams, marched under his 
command to fort Jackson, and never heared his eaptain 
say one word on the subject mentioned in the charges, 
but once. When at fort Jackson, at the time the meet- 
ing assumed a pretty high tone, he observed. ‘boys, hush 
mutinising; stay until I go home, which will be at the ex- 
piration of six months.” 

David Morrow, serjeant of capt. Strother’s company, 
a witness in behalf ofthe prosecution, being sworn, states 


prosecution, being sworn, states: That he never heard | 


that they would be punished if they went sooner. 


' 


Sergeant John D. Smith,a witness in behalf of the | 








| 
} 
| Question by the eourt. 














Question by the proseeutor. What day of the month 
of September was the bakeshop broken? and was not 
capt. Strother officer of the day at the time? 

Answer. The bake-shop was broken some time in 
the month of September, previous to the 20th, and I 
think capt. Strother, was officer of the day. 

Question. What number of men went to the bahke- 
shop; and did they not force the camp guard? 

Answer. Well onto one hundred: and the sentinel 
informed me that they came with their guns charged, 
and he was compelled to give way, and let them pass. 

Jonathan Smith, a private of eapt. Strother’s company, 
a witness in behalfofthe prosecution, being sworn, states: 
That he knows nothing of the matter. 

Question by the court. Did you ever see captain 
Strother make any effort to stop the progress of mutiny / 

Answer. Ido not know that I did. 

Question by the proseeutor. Did you ever hear capt. 
Strother say there was no law to compel them to serve 
longer than three months? 

Answer. I never heard him say any such thing 

Question by the accused. Did you not hear me try to 
parade the guard, to stop the affair at the bake-house. 

Answer. 1 recollect your try ing to stop it, and calling 
the rol! to see who was absent. 

Rowland Vick, a private of capt. Strother’s company, 
a witness in behalf of the prosecution, being sworn, states: 
That he knows nothing of the matter. 

Question by the court. Did you ever hear eaptain 
Strother try to suppress munity? 
Answer. J reeolleet, when the men were paraded one 


_ day, capt. Strother asked them what they were maki 


such a fuss abeut: end, on being informed, he told them 
that it wonld be time enough to go home when he went. 

Question by the prosecutor. Was that the only time 
you ever heard capt. Strother say any thmg on the sub, 
ject? 

Answer. Iremember once more that he ‘informed ore 
of his men he would be shot it he attempted to go. 

Question by the prosecutor. How many days pre- 
vions to the men’s leaving fort Jackson, was this precau- 
tionary language made use of by captain Strother! 

Answer. I do not recollect. 

Question by the acensed. Did you not hear me say to 


| . ‘ 
| the men, the evening they were paraded, that they had 
_better stay until the expiration of stx months, and go 


| home with me? 


Answer. I disremember. 
James Carter, a private of cart, Strothers company, a 


| witness in behalf of the prosecution, being sworn, st:tes: 


That he knews nothin: of the matter. 
Do you know whether capt. 


That, on the march between forts Jackson and Deposit,| Strother ever used any exertion either to encourage, or 
his captain asked him how long he expected to stay m| discourage n-utiny? 


service; to which he replied, six months—as they were 
mustered in for that time: when his captain observed that, 
unless he was shown a better law than he had yet seen, 
that he should not serve longer than three months; and, 
on the 19th September, told bim that, if he was a lieuten- 
ant or ensign, he would march his company home at the 
end of three months, as there was no law to keep them 
any longer. 

Question Ist. by the accused. Do you know whether 
or not I called for a guard one evening, to prevent the 
bake chop being pulled down; and do you know the rea- 
son that a guard could not be had’ 

Answer. Yes, you called for a guard for that purpose, 
and 1 believe the men were apprehensive of danger. 

Question 2. Was notit mentioned as useless to try 
to aedy guard? and did I not say thatI could get my own 


Answer. You stated that you could get your own 
guard; and I think it was myself who observed that it was 
useless. 

a gre 3. Was there not a verbal order from the 
colonel, to stop the guard; perhaps some good men might 
We : 

Answer. I think there was such an order, but I am 
not certain. 

Question. At the time you asked me about going 
home, did I not say you had better stay? 


Answer. 1 do not recollect your advising me to 
étay. 


Answer. lL heard eapt. Strother say to the men, that 
they had best quit such foolish notions, and remain until 
| he went home. 
(| Question by the proseeutor. Did you ever hear cant. 
| Strother threaten to have men put under arrest, who 
were speaking of going home at the expiration of three 
montis? 

Answer. Ineverheard any thing of the matter. 

John Harris, = private of captain Kilpatrick’s company, 
\ witness in behalf of the prosecution, being sworn, states; 

that he never heard captain Strother make use of any 
such Janguage as charged, fer or against. ; 

Francis Compury, a private of captain Strother’s com- 
pany, a witness in behalf of the prosecution, being sworn, 
states: That in passing by the captain’s tent, he heard 
some of the men ask captain Strother, what would be the 
consequence were they to go home; to which he replied, 
that he had been looking and could find no law compel 
ling them to stay longer than three months, and that he 
did not know whether they would be hurt or not. 

Question by the aceused. Do you know how many men 
there was in my tent? Did you see any? Was it at my tent, 
or at the store you heard this language, or did you see 
me? 

Answer. <As I pacsed the rear of the tent, 1 could 
neither sec nor tell how many were within; but I heard 
your voice in the tent. 

Question. Did! not tell you to stay when baking biscuit? 

Answer. J did not hear you sav so. 
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Robert Kelgore, a private of captain Strother’s compa- 
ny, a witness in behalf of the prosecution, being sworn, 
states: That he never heard any language used by captain 
Strother, on the subject of the mutiny, but once, when he 
heard him state to his men the propriety of staying until 
he went; which would be time enough. 

William Long, a private of captain Strother’s company, 
a witness in behalt of the prosecution, being sworn, states: 
‘That captain Strother came to the men on parade the night 
previous to their departure from fort Jackson, and told 
them it would be time enough to go home when he did. 

Question by the prosecutor. Was that the only time 
you ever heard capt. Strother say any thing on the subject? 

_ Answer, I heard him speak on the subject several 
times. 


The court adjourned until to-morrow 10 o’clock. 


The court met, pursuant to adjournment: present, the 
president and members; and proceeded to the further ex- 
amination of the witnesses. 

Sergeant Elijah Cheek, of captain Strother’s eompa- 
ny, a witness in behalf of the prosecution, being sworn, 
states: that he heard his captain, at several times, tell the 
men, when speaking about departing from fort Jackson, 
to stay until he went, which would be time enough; and 
that he heard captain Strother say there was no law to 
compel them to serve longer than six months. 

-Inderson S. Britt, ot captain Strother’s company, a 
witness in behalf of the prosecution, being sworn, states: 
that he heard captain Strother say to the men, one even- 
ing, on mire, that it was rumored in camp, that they 
intended going home at the end of three months, and he 
wished them to use no more language of that nature, 
but remain until he intended going, which would be in 
sufficient time; and further, that this conversation took 
vlace about two or three weeks before the men leit fort 
et 

John Green, a private of captain Strother’s company, 
a witness in behalf of the prosecution, being sworn, states, 
that he never heard any other language used by the ac- 
cused, than to advise his men to cont:nue until he went 
home, which would undoubtedly be at the end of six 
months; and, further, that this language was used in pre- 
senee of his compans, after aving called them to the cen- 
tre on parade, the evening alter the bake shop was pull- 
cd down. 


Moses Age, a private of captain Strother’s company, a | 


witness in behalf of the prosecution, being swora, states: 
Lhat he knows nothing of the matter, ashe was sick near 





all the time he was at tort Jackson. 


Col. P. Pipkin, a witness in behalf of the defendant, 
being sworn, states: ‘Vhat, captain Strother asked his, 
verhaps twenty or thirty days previous to the men’s go- 
ing off from fort Jackson, to show him the law which com- 
pelled men to stay in s rvice longer than three months; 


that he replied, it was not in his possession, upon which | 


the captain stated, that it was his duty to kuow it; that 
the accused never reported to him, as commanding off- 
cer, any thing relative to the mutiny of his company, un- 
til the night of the 15th September. When the bake 
shop was demolished, he heard the accused, who was 
then officer of the day, parading the troops, and velicves 
it to have been his company, to check the violence coin- 
mitted on the bake shop; that he ordered the party not to 





march against the mutincers, as he conceived them too 
inconsiderable to effeet any good; that, he recoilects no | 
other attempt made by captain Strother, to quiet the re- 
fractory disposition of the men, but once, when he heard | 
him ask the men if they had no breeding; that they be | 
haved like a parcel of Savages, to let him hear no more 
of it, until the 20th September, when the mutinous party 
left fort Jackson. 

Major Jacob Thomson, a witness in behalf of the de- 
fendant, being sworn, states: That he was absent from 
the regiment the whole time of the affair at fort Jackson. 

Question by the accused. Did you ever hear my supe- 
rior officers say, whether or not, [ was obedient to their 
orders? 

Answer. Some time after the mutiny at fort Jackson, 





I heard a conversation between yourself and colonel Pip- 
kin, when you asked him if you were not as obedient an 


officer as any under his command; when he answered in 





| 


the affirmative, with the exception of your conduct at fort | 





Jackson; and that he supposed you were not as active j,, 
discharge of your duty as might have been expected. 

Lieut. John 1’. Kooksey, a witness being sworn, states. 
That, during his continuance at fort Jackson, he ney: 
saw anything favorable or unfavorable to, his conduct 5, 
charged, and that he once heard one of captain Strothe,’s 
men say, that he had no person but himself to blame foy 
his conduct in leaving the service. 

Major John C. Hacks, a witness in behalf of the de. 
fendant, being sworn, states: That, between the Ist and 
10th of August, while at fort Jackson, the accused ealled 
at the colonel’s tent, and said, that he would be glad to 
see any law which would compel men to stay in servic: 
longer than three months; when he got the rules and ar. 
ticles of war, and read them himself, and after he had 
borrowed, and returned them, about the 16th, one’ of hy. 
sergeants called to borrow it, and read the law of 10th of 
April 1812, on the subject of militia term of service: im. 
mediately afterwards there was material alteration in the 
sergeant’s behavior; the sergeant engaged in conversation 
with some of the men on the same subject; and that he was 
compelled to order the sergeant to desist using any such 
mutinous language. | 

Question by the defendant. Was I obedient, or not, to 
the orders of my commanding officer? 

Answer. You always executed orders that were given, 
with the exception of the order of 25d August, 1814, re- 
lative to which, the colonel, as well as myself, consider- 
ed you indolent; and sometime after the mutiny had as- 
sumed a decided aspect, [ heard you tell some of your 
men, that they had better not go home on the 20th Sep- 
tember; to wait until you went. 

Ensign William Pegram, a witness in behalf of the de- 
fendant, being duly sworn, states: That he was at fort 
Jackson only a short time, during which he was frequent- 
ly in company with captian Strother; that he never heard 
liim say any thing, either directly or indircetly, tending to 
excite mutiny, aud produced a letter, dated fort Jackson, 
7th September, of which he was bearer, from captain 
Strother to his brother-in-law at fort Williams; from 
which the following is an extract: 

‘*} want you to stay at fort Williams, if not ordered 
down here; or, at least, wait for me at Fayetteville until 
we are discharged, and try and stop that simple notion 
the men have of breaking off on the 20th this month, to 
gohome. Give the men in my company my compliments; 
tell them not to move from there until they are ordered 
by proper authority.” 

Kusigu Geo. J. Martin, a witness in behalf of the de- 
fendant, being sworn, states: Vhat, on the march, ov 
while at fort Williams, captain Strother asked him it he 
ever saw any militia law compelling the men to stay in 
service for a longer period than three months; in answer 
to which, he observed he had never seen sucha law; and 
that he was at fort Jackson, about 12th September, when 
he heard much mutinous language among the soldiers, 
and recieved an assurance from one of the eaptain’s men, 
that his officers discountenanced every such procedure. 

Plilip Bryant, a private of captain Strother’s company, 
a witness on the part of the defendant, being sworn, states: 
‘Vit bis captain al ways told him that he was bound to stay 
six months; believes he used his best endeavor to sup- 
press mutmy, and that he heard such language from his 
captain at Various times; and sometime subsequent to the 
iOth, he persuaded his men to continue in service until 
majors Hicks or Ralston could go to Nashville, to pro- 
cure the law relative to their term of service; and that he 
heard one of the men of captain Strother’s company say 
that if he could break the officcrs the men would be clear- 
ed. 

liere the evidence ended. 

Captain Jolin Strother states in his defence, that he is 
conscious of his innocence, and willingly submits his case 
to the decision of the court, and to do equal justice to him- 
self and county. 

The court, after mature deliberation on the evidence 
adduced, find the accused guil y as charged, with the ex- 
ception of failing to report his men to the commanding of- 
ficer, and sentenced that he be dismissed the service, as 
unworthy of holding a commissivn in the army of the 
United States. 

‘The court adjourned until to-morrow 9 o’clock. 

{To be concluded in our newx'!. ) 


~reee 


a | Oa 


